13/ 11/ 1997

TIME signs pact with UK Open University

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The Open University of the United Ki ngdom considered
the nost established open and di stance learning institution in the world,
today signed a partnership agreenent with TIME Multi Media Sdn Bhd to

of fer technol ogy-based di stance | earni ng programes in Ml aysia by 1998.

TIME is a whol |l y-owned subsidiary of Electronic Data |Interchange (M Sdn
Bhd or EDI Ml aysia and TI ME Tel ecommuni cati ons Sdn Bhd or TI ME Tel ekom

The partnershi p agreenent signing was wi tnessed by Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad after he | aunched the four-day Asian Association
of Open Universities Conference and Exhibition at the Putra World Trade
Centre.

Under the agreement, self-study |earning materials would be delivered
directly to students via a wide variety of Internet and nultinedi a
applications so that they can study at their own time and pace.

The results of on-going market research to determ ne the type and range
of courses to be nade available, is expected to be conpleted by Decenber.

The Open University was represented by its Vice Chancellor Sir John
Daniel, TIME Multi Media by its chief executive officer |Indra Gunawan
Al anshah while TI ME Tel ekomwas represented by its executive vice chairmn
Karmar udi n Abu Bakar .

The four-day AAQU conference and exhi bition which ends on Friday, has
drawn 120 del egates from 19 countri es.

This marks the first tinme the AAQU conference and exhi bition, thened
Qual ity Assurance in Distance and Open Learning and hosted by Institut
Teknol ogi Mara, was being held in Ml aysi a.

The New Straits Tinmes is the official newspaper

Among the participating scholars were Professor Datuk Dr G Dhanaraj an,
presi dent of the Canada-based Comonweal t h of Learning; Professor Janes
Taylor fromthe University of Southern Queensland in Australia and
Prof essor Martin Siegel fromlndiana University in the United States. The
exhi bition was expected to generate w despread public interest through
first-hand denonstrations of the | atest devel opments and i nnovations in
t eachi ng and | ear ni ng net hods.

The exhi biti on woul d showcase the | atest devel opnents in distance
education, instructional materials, devel opnent and producti on,
educati onal hardware and software, nultinmedia systens and technol ogy,
tel emedi ci ne and tel el earni ng.

| ssues whi ch were expected to be discussed include the globalisation,
gual ity and conpetitiveness in distance and open | earning, devel oping
di stance and open | earning using the Miultimedia Super Corridor, and using
el ectroni c comuni cati on networks to support distance education students
and tutors.
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