15/ 11/ 1997

Ti ng di sappointed with States on garbage coll ection services

SEREMBAN, Fri. - The Housi ng and Local Governnment Mnistry is disappointed
with the commi tment of sone State Governnments pertaining to inefficient
garbage col | ecti on servi ces.

Its Mnister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said there were States which did not
respond to queries by the mnistry inits effort to solve conplaints
rai sed by the public.

He said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad had al so expressed
hi s deep concern about the matter and had directed the mnistry to act on
t he probl em

"We are very upset with the attitude of the State Secretary of sone
State Governments who do not even bother to reply letters sent to themon
this and other matters," he said yesterday.

He, however, declined to nane the States.

He said the mnistry would send letters to Menteris Besar and Chi ef
M nisters if the probl em persi st ed.

The nministry may even consider witing to the Chief Secretary to the
CGovernnment to look into the matter, he said.

"I also had to call one local council to | ook into uncollected rubbish

problem"
The M nister said State Governnents and | ocal authorities were regularly
rem nded of issues affecting the people but problens still existed.

In this respect, he said, there has got to be greater conmmitnent and
support by State Governnents in checking inefficiencies at |ocal authority
| evel

Ting said there were various functions and responsibilities of |ocal
authorities which required the serious attention of State Governnents.

He said the nministry could only advise the local authorities, and thus
the State CGovernments should initiate effective neasures to overcome such
short com ngs.
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