22/ 01/ 1997

Ti ng: Conpl ete checks on riverine settlements quickly

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - State Governments shoul d conpl ete checking the
safety of houses | ocated along river banks as soon as possi bl e, Housing
and Local Governnment M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said today.

"The faster they finish their checks, the faster we can comence
di scussi ons on where we can relocate the settlers,” he said after
recei ving a del egation headed by the Governor of Hubei province in China,
Wang Chung Nung.

The 25-nmenber delegation is on a three-day visit to Malaysia to |earn
nore about the country's devel opnent in town planning and housi ng.

Ting said some State Governnents might take a |onger tine than others to
conpl ete the checks because of the size of their States.

"Some of the settlenents are also located in the interior. This nay
i npede t hose conducti ng checks."

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad had on Jan 4 called on
State Governnents to ban the construction of buildings along river banks
and also to resettle the residents to safer areas.

Following the call, Ting directed that checks be nmade on the safety of
bui I di ngs and houses | ocated along river banks and on hill sl opes and
m ni ng | and.

He said tragedi es such as the one in Keningau recently and the coll apse
of the Hi ghland Towers apartnents in Hulu Kl ang three years ago coul d have
been averted if periodic checks had been carried out by the authorities.

Ting said he was pleased that all State Governnents were taking the task
seriously.

Asked what action would be taken if settlers refused to nove after being
told that their houses were unsafe, Ting said in cases where the [ and was
owned by them (settlers), all the State Governnents could do was to advi se
them

On his nmeeting with the Hubei del egation, Ting said they were inpressed
with the devel opnent in the country.

"They said they would cone to Mal aysia periodically so they can | earn
fromus in terms of town planning and housing."
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