02/ 03/ 1997

Ting: Aimis to provide houses for al

| POH, Sat. - The CGovernent ainms to provide enough houses for the people,
i ncludi ng squatters, Housing and Local CGovernnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting
Chew Peh sai d today.

"We are not saying that everybody should own a honme at any one tine, as
no country in the world woul d be able to achi eve this.

"If one cannot afford to own a house, at |east one nust be able to rent
a house,” he told reporters after distributing bundles of a | ocal Chinese
dai ly under the "Newspaper in Education" progranme to five schools at the
SRIK (C) Kopi san Bar u.

Ting said presently there were nore than 4.5 nillion residential hones
of all types in the country and 3.6 nmillion househol ds.

He said under the Seventh Ml aysia Plan, an additional 800,000 units are
to be built.

"I'f distributed equally, then these hones should be nore than sufficient
to house the country's population," Ting said.

He added that in reality, this was not the case, as sone people could
not afford to own houses or some owned nore than one house.

He said the Governnment was concerned with the squatter issue and Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad had chaired a nmeeting | ast
Decenber ainmed at solving the problemin the Klang Vall ey.

"Several proposals were put forward and the Klang Valley will be a test
case. Based on the outconme in the Klang Valley, sinilar neetings m ght be
held with other State Governments," he said.

Ti ng added that one of the proposals put forward to house squatters was
the purchase of | owcost units fromprivate devel opers by | oca
authorities or State agencies to be let out to the squatters.

"This proposal has to be studied further to determine if it is
feasi bl e,"” he added.

On clains by certain quarters that there may be a nore sinister way of
getting rid of squatters, mainly by cormitting arson, Ting said he had not
recei ved any such conpl ai nt.

He said if there really were such instances than it woul d have to be
brought up with the police.

Ti ng added that the Bari san Nasi onal Government pronoted a caring
society attitude and all efforts to reach a conpromn se between squatters
and devel opers nust be carried out.
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