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Ting: Stiffer penalties not the answer

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; M m Syed Yusof

ALOR STAR, Mon. - Stiffer laws on littering will not nake the country
clean and beautiful if apathy persists anbng Ml aysi ans, Housi ng and Loca
Governnent M ni ster Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh today.

Ting said despite the stiff penalties against littering, as well as
cl eanl i ness and beautification canpaigns and the mnistry's proposal to
make |itterbugs do comunity work, Malaysians generally |acked
consci ousness about cl eanl i ness.

He said "ugly spots" were evident everywhere and woul d contine to exist
i f Malaysians did not change their attitude.

"Everyone shoul d take seriously the Prine Mnister's coment and his
aspiration to make our country clean and beautiful," he said.

Yesterday, Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad call ed for
stern action against litterbugs after seeing rubbish strewn al ong Jal an
Bukit Bintang in Kual a Lunpur.

Dr Mahathir said the people should be ashaned that while Ml aysi a was
prai sed for cleanliness, there were those who continued to litter.

Ting said he agreed with the Prine Mnsiter that stiffer penalties would
not achieve the desired effect if the people did not change their bad
habi ts.

"Various cleanliness and beautification canpaigns, including the one
| aunched by the Prime Mnister himself in Perak in 1990, are proof that
the Prime M nister and the Governnment are serious about inproving the
country's cl eanli ness.

"The | ocal authorities and many non-governmental organisations have al so
organi sed cl eanli ness programes but as we can see, the standard of
cl eanl i ness has not inproved much,"” he said after presenting RML.7 nillion
in capitation grant to local authorities in Kedah

Ting said although the current penalty for littering was high, people
kept throw ng rubbish indiscrimnately.

"W do not have enough people. It is also inpossible to station so nany
enforcenment officers everywhere just to catch the litterbugs as it will be
a waste of manpower," he added.

On the inplenentation of the proposed |law to sentence litterbugs to do
conmunity service, Ting said it would take sone tinme as the provisions
woul d be included in the draft of the proposed Bill on the privatisation
of di sposal of refuse and solid wastes.

Thi s woul d depend on how fast the new | aw, which was being studied by
t he Economi ¢ Pl anning Unit, the Housing and Local Governnment Mnistry and
the consortiumundertaking the privatisation, was approved by the Cabi net
and subsequently tabled in Parlianment.

In I poh, State Urban Devel opnent, Local Governnent and Consumer Affairs
Conmmi ttee chai rman Chang Ko Youn said the public nust co-operate and nake
an effort not to throw rubbish indiscrimnately.

Chang said there were sufficient |aws on public cleanliness and
penalties for littering but some of the | aws coul d not be enforced because
of the shortage of manpower.

He also said it was inpossible for enforcenment officers to give their
full attention to the matter when they al so had other things to attend to.

Chang said it was vital that the public play a role in maintaining
cleanliness in the country.
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