24/ 03/ 1997
Toll roads without alternative routes will be Govt's last resort, PMsays

Ham sah Hami d

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad said there may be toll roads
wi thout alternative routes in the future, but this will be the
Governnent's | ast resort.

Dr Mahathir said the Governnent has yet to decide on the toll roads with
no alternative routes or toll-free roads.

Speaki ng at a nedi a conference upon his return from Saudi Arabia at the
Sul tan Abdul Aziz Shah Airport in Subang yesterday, the Prime M nister
said: "One day we may have no other way but to pay tolls, and the
alternative roads cannot be built or do not exist. May be at that tine, we
have to have toll roads without alternative routes. But that will be the
| ast resort."

Dr Mahathir said this when asked to comment on Works M ni ster Datuk Seri
S. Sany Vellu's recent statenment that the Government m ght not provide
alternative roads to toll roads. As of now, he said the Governnment has not
decided to have toll roads without alternative routes.

But he added: "I don't dare to say, in the future, due to certain
reasons, we cannot avoi d using confortable roads (toll roads)."

Dr Mahathir said if the Governnent buil ds confortable roads but does not
i npose tolls, the costs will be too high.

"W all want good roads but we do not want to pay, that is difficult,"”
he sai d.

"Actually tolls reduce costs. Sonetinmes people don't understand this. If
we use alternative road, the road is not good, it is longer and the wear
and tear on the vehicle are greater. Many people do not take this into
account," he said. Dr Mahathir said hi ghways made the journey shorter,
safer and nore confortable

"So we benefit a lot. Al though we pay tolls, the tolls we pay are about
the sane with the [ osses we suffer if we use alternative roads,” he said.
He said many people are now using toll roads without finding alternative
routes except for those who are stubborn. "Some do no want to pay at al
and are prepared to go to court."”

Dr Mahathir said there are still alternative roads |ike the ones from
Serenban to Kl ang and from Kl ang to Kual a Lunpur.

Asked whether road tax will be abolished if tolls are inposed on all the
roads in country, Dr Mahathir said: "That is a different matter because we
provi de other services to vehicle owners.”

( END)
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