25/ 11/ 1997
Tour de Langkawi organi sers need RMLO mi|lion

Zakri Baharudin

IN aspiring to becone the | eading bicycle race in this region, organisers
of the third edition of February's Le Tour de Langkawi First Cartel are
faced wi th numerous obstacl es before they can be assured of success.

Top of the list is the task of raising RML3 million, the cost to
organi se the 12-stage race

In light of the current econom c situation, this will prove to be a
daunting affair.

Tour organi sing chairman Wan Lokman Wan | brahi m said they have only
secured RM2 million in sponsorship money with | ess than a nonth before the
dat el i ne.

The sponsors will be presented to the Tour patron Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad on Dec 19 in Kual a Lunpur

O her than this, Wan Lokman al so said the organi sers nust prove the Tour
will run smoothly due to the recent changes in the International Cycling
Union's (UCI) regul ati ons.

After 1998, all races classified as 2.5 under the UCl standard, are
barred from having trade teans conpeting.

Le Tour, which has remained at the 2.5 level after three years, wll
need to upgrade to the 2.4 level if it plans to attract first division
trade teans in 1999.

And the only way to do this is to ensure that all aspects of the
organi sation, results, technical know how and race routes are up to
st andar d.

UCI officials will reviewthe race, which begins Feb 18-Mar 1 next year,
to deci de on whether the Tour deserves a pronotion

At present, the Tour is allowed to have 50 per cent of the field nade up
of trade teans with | ess than 30 per cent fromthe first division teans.

Besi des this, the Tour organisers are also urging countries down for the
Conmonweal th Games next year to include their national riders in the Tour
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