19 DEC 1997
Sabbar uddi n- Cur rency
TOURI SM SECTOR MAY BE THE FI RST TO USE ASEAN MEMBER CURRENCY

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 19 (Bernama) -- The tourism sector nay be the first
in the region to use the currency of Asean nenber countries if the proposa
is approved at next nmonth's Asean Tourism Forum (ATF) in Cebu in the

Phi | i ppi nes.

Culture, Arts and Tourism M nister Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik said Ml aysia
will submt the proposal, made at the just-ended Asean Informal Sunmt, if
the ATF secretariat did not include it in its annual agenda.

"Maybe we will discuss the issue at the Asean Mnisterial Meeting on
Tourismin Cebu during the ATF. If the others do not submit it, | wll

include it as a point in the agenda to pronpbte touri sm anbng Asean nenber
countries," he said.

Sabbaruddi n was speaking at a news conference here after giving a
speech on the "Kuala Lumpur Tourism Guide" to entrepreneurs and tax
drivers of the Klang Valley.

At the Asean summt held here, the heads of governnment proposed that
nmenber countries use their own currency in regional comrercial transactions
to reduce the inpact of the depreciation of their currency against the US
dollar. Also suggested was the possibility of using other foreign
currencies in international transactions other than the US doll ar

Sabbaruddin said as a start, the government will ask hoteliers to
cooperate by accepting all internationally-recognised currencies as a node
of paynent.

He said Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad had asked himto
relate this to the hoteliers as a way of encouraging tourism and foreign
exchange.

"What this neans is that if fornerly the foreign tourists had to change
their nmoney into ringgit to nmake paynents, now they can just pay in their
own currency. This nmakes it easier for them which is good for us," he
sai d. -- BERNAMA
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