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AUCKLAND, Cct 19 (Bernamm) -- Visitors to the Crown Entertai nnent
Conpl ex by the Yellow River in Ml bourne and the Atrium concourse |evel on
the Elliot, Auckland's top shopping conplex, were pleasantly surprised when
they were treated to a cultural show by able nusicians and graceful
dancers.

The perforners, fromthe Malaysia' s National Cultural Conplex (KBN)
were part of a two-week mission to pronbte Malaysia as a touri st
destination to Australia and New Zeal and.

The Mal aysi an Food and Cultural Festival mission to Australia and New
Zeal and which began on Oct 9 in Mel bourne, was led by Culture, Arts and
Tourism M ni ster Datuk Sabbaruddi n Chi k.

The warm reception did not stop there. Guests at the G and Hyatt Hotel
Mel bourne and Skycity Hotel, Auckland were also treated to Mal aysian
cui sine prepared by four master chefs specially flown in.

The highlight of the m ssion were the dinner cel ebrations, themed "An
Evening with Fascinating Ml aysia", hosted by Sabbaruddin for guests made
up of corporate leaders, tourists and representatives of travel agencies in
both countri es.

In his opening speech in Ml bourne, Sabbaruddin said Australia is a
maj or tourist market, with sonme 150,000 naking Ml aysia their tourist
destination |ast year.

Wth that encouraging figure, he said Malaysia would continue to
"entice" nore Australians.

As for New Zeal and, he cited a study which found that tourists from
that country fornmed one of the top five countries who nade Ml aysia their
shoppi ng heaven, along with Japan, Switzerland, Saudi Arabia and Bel gi um

Sabbaruddin said in Malaysia, the tourismindustry is ranked second
after the manufacturing industry, in terns of foreign revenue

Last year saw 7.2 million arrivals, down alnbst three per cent, but

revenue was RML1.2 billion, up 13 per cent.

Sabbaruddin said the mnistry is confident of achieving a 10 per cent
increase in arrivals, or 12.5 mllion, with revenue of RM20.8 billion by
year 2, 000.

To achieve this target, he said various products have been introduced
whil e present tourist products have been inmproved upon.

Next year has been declared Sports and Recreation Year, with the anchor
event being the 16th Commonwealth Ganmes to be held in Kuala Lunpur.

The m ssion was given plenty of nedia attention and coverage. In both
Mel bour ne and Auckl and, Sabbaruddin was queried on the haze situation faced
by the country and reports on the "war of words" between Ml aysian Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad with American financier CGeorge
Sor os.

The mnister handled the queries well, explaining that the haze is no
| onger a problemin Ml aysia and stressing that the problem was regi onal
afflicting not just Malaysia.

The haze was an issue anpng Commonweal th countries, including Australia
and New Zeal and, because of possible health hazards during the Conmmonweal th
Ganes.
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