05/ 03/ 1997

Towar ds a garden nation

LEADERS and their peoples the world over want to be renenbered by
posterity for the decisions they made. In the Ml aysi an context, it is no
exception and today's | eaders and the people do not want to be blamed for
the wrong noves due to the lack of foresight. In our pursuit of

i ndustrialisation and materialistic wealth, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad and his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim have been in
the forefront stressing the need for bal anced grow h.

The nation's top | eaders want "bal anced" devel opnent in both the
physi cal and spiritual sense. Hence, they have often said the preservation
of culture and heritage is of utnost inportance, for progress w thout it
i s meaningl ess. The popul ace coul d not agree with themnore. W shudder to
read and see how sone of the | esser devel opi ng nati ons have been pl undered
and | aid bare by unconscionabl e i nvestors. At hone, unprecedented rapid
nati onal devel opnent this decade has undoubtedly exacted a price,
af fecting the environment and the people's quality of Iife. Mnday's
| aunching of the nationw de tree-planting canpaign by Dr Mahathir is not
only a right step towards preserving the nation's rich flora and fauna
heritage but al so synbolic of the nyriad noves to thwart deteroriation of
the environnent. |Indeed our forests, wetlands, hills and rivers are our
environnmental heritage which we should jeal ously guard. As they formthe
eco-system any abuse will be detrinmental to the environment and the
peopl e' s wel | - bei ng.

The Government's commitnment to the long-termtarget of three mllion
trees by the year 2000 and 20 million in 2020 is in line with Malaysia's
subscription to greening the globe. This has been | auded by the Wrld W de
Fund for Nature Mal aysia which says that trees will encourage wildlife
such as sonme forest birds to return to the cities. A point worth noting in
Dr Mahathir's speech is his call on Ml aysians not just to increase the
nunber but consci ously choose the right species to prevent damage to the
surroundi ngs, and nmeke sure they are naintained well. Idle |and near roads
and rivers should not be allowed to turn into eyesores but be planted with
trees to provide the supply and contribute to a nore pl easant environnent.
Such a rem nder is always helpful for it is no exaggeration to say that
Mal aysi ans are notorious in maintenance.

In a further nove towards the objective of a "Garden Nation", Dr
Mahat hir wants States and | ocal authorities to nmake | andscapi ng nmandat ory
in all devel opment projects. Apart from housing estates, urban
devel opnent, tourist spots and industrial parks should al so adhere to this
new gui deline. In Malaysia's inexorable march towards devel oped nation
status, the creation of nore towns and cities is inevitable. Wth
construction being the fastest grow ng sector of the econony, estimted to
be worth a whoppi ng RM20O billion under the Seventh Mal aysia Plan, orderly
devel oprment with the creation of a beauteous Malaysia in mnd, is
absol utely necessary. W al ready decry nodern devel opnent with its
functional buildings devoid of the fine craftsmanshi p and desi gn of ol d.
Lack of landscaping to cut costs will nake the situation worse and turn
new towns and cities into hideous concrete jungles. The Government has now
set the pace for a scenic Malaysia am d rapid developnent. It is
i nperative that the citizenry take up the challenge if they really care
for the environment.
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