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RELATI ONS bet ween France and Ml aysi a have been given a boost with the
appoi ntmrent of special envoy Jean O aude Paye for France and Tan Sri Kami |
Jafar for Ml aysia.

The rel ati onship has been carefully nurtured by the two | eaders:
President Chirac of France and Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir of Malaysia. In
their various neetings, they have forged cl ose personal rel ations and
rapport reinforced by their desire for reforns both internal and external,
affecting their respective countries.

On March 28 this year, Paye spoke at the Institute of D pl onmacy and
Forei gn Rel ations on the i nportance of cooperation between regions and
countri es.

He said that for some tinme countries of the Asian energi ng economni es
have been sceptical of relations with the OECD and the industrialised
wor | d.

He enphasi sed that as the Asian countries have nade trenendous econom c
progress, there is the need for cooperation.

He is aware that rel ati ons between France and Mal aysi a has been | ow key.
French i nvest nent has been |ow, trade and touri sm have not been active.

For a long tinme until recently, no French Foreign M nister has ever
vi sited Ml aysi a.

He, however, nentioned sone interesting areas of convergence between
France and Mal aysia which woul d uplift bilateral relations.

He said that France has been a strong country in the European Union. The
same can be said of Mal aysia, which has played an inportant role in Asean.

In the sane way as Malaysia is active in the Goup of 15 (G15)
devel oping countries, France is a nenber of the G7 of the industrialised
countries. Malaysia and France could therefore be the bridge between the
two organi sati ons.

Besi des, France and Mal aysia coul d al so be the bridges between Europe
and Africa and between Asean and the Asian region

I was interested in what Paye said about cooperation extendi ng between
Asean, Europe and Africa. | nmentioned to himthat there is a good
opportunity for French and Mal aysi an conpanies to |link with Mroccan
compani es in investing in Mrocco.

As exanples, | nmentioned electronics and energy. Paye agreed with ne
that Mal aysia and France can play a role in Mdrocco and el sewhere.

He cited that cooperation has already been forged between the French and
Mal aysi an conpani es in the construction of an airport in Canbodi a.

Paye indicated that besides trade and econonic relations, the two
countries could al so devel op cultural relations.

He | anented that France has only a few Mal aysi an students as conpared to
Britain, United States and Australi a.

He al so hoped that very soon nore French post-graduate students will
cone to Mal aysi a.

Referring to ny interest in Mdirocco, Paye disclosed that several French
architects with experience in Mrocco are interested in Ml aysia.

This is indeed good news for me and | amsure for Ml aysians in genera
and KL in particular.

As | had experienced postings in Vietnamand Mrocco, | amparticularly
i npressed with the contribution nmade by French architecture in the way
t hat broad avenues and si dewal ks have been incorporated in the major



cities of the two countries.

We could also learn fromthe French about the way they manage to have
the best location and striking architecture for their enbassies and
resi dences.

I remenber the fine building they have just outside Bonn which overl ooks
the river Rhine.

In Kual a Lunpur, they have a 2.4-hectare property in the heart of the
city.

Unfortunately, as Bonn will give way to Berlin and Kuala Lumpur to Putra
Jaya, there mght be the need to change their properties.

But knowing their ability to tame nature, the French should be able to
find suitable | ocations adorned with buil dings of striking architecture
wherever they may be. On a cultural note, Malaysian visitors and Mal aysi an
students could only be enriched by the spl endour of Paris.

* Dat uk Yusof Hashi mwas a former Ml aysi an Anbassador to Morocco,
Paki stan and Vietnam In his career he had served in several countries in
Eur ope, Asia and North Ameri ca.
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