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KOTA KI NABALU, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad,
obviously satisfied with the outcome of a two-hour neeting he had with
Sabah church | eaders, said the encounter would further pronote religious
under standi ng and tol erance in the country.

Dr Mahathir energed fromhis nmeeting with 13 representatives from
different church denom nations | ooking very pl eased and said the outcone
was a positive one that benefited everybody.

The sane sentinent was expressed by the president of the Sabah Counci
of Churches, Datuk Arun Sel utan, who was full of praise for the Prine
M ni ster.

Dr Mahathir, who was on an overnight visit to Sabah, told reporters
| ater that the neeting was one way of establishing understandi ng between
the church and the Governnent, paving the way for a nore tol erant society.

Those who attended the neeting held at the Shangri-La Tanjung Aru Resort
i ncluded | eaders of the Roman Cat holic Church, Anglican Church, Base
Church, Methodi st Church and Bapti st Church.

Dr Mahathir said the neeting was held to al so explain the Governnment's
policies and the neaning of religious freedom

"l explained the inportance of being tolerant and that all of us nust
remenber that our country is multi-religious, so everyone nust be tol erant
of one anot her

"I found that they were very positive in accepting the Governnent's
policies and I think the neeting benefited both sides."

Selutan said Dr Mahathir advi sed menbers of the council to continue
pl aying a significant role in enhancing religious and racial tol erance.

Selutan, a | eader of the Borneo Evangelical M ssion, said Dr Mahathir
spoke at |ength about the prevailing harnmony and tol erance anong the
peopl e i n Mal aysi a.

He said the Prime Mnister drew attention to Mal aysi a havi ng becone t he
envy of many nati ons because of the strong unity and bond of friendship
anong its multi-racial and multi-religious society.

"Dr Mahathir told us that it was his fervent hope to see the people,
irrespective of race and religion, continue living in harnony," Sel utan
sai d.

He added that Dr Mahathir al so spoke about the many difficulties faced
by other countries over race and religious relations.

Expressing the council's gratitude to the Prine Mnister for taking time
off for the neeting, Selutan said Dr Mahathir gave an assurance that
religious freedomin Ml aysia would continue to remain.

Before the neeting, the Prime Mnister met Sabah Umo | eaders over
br eakf ast .

Dr Mahat hir said di scussions centred on how Sabah Umo could play its
role effectively towards realising the party's struggle.

"Sabah Umo is the youngest anong all the States. So, | took the
opportunity to renmind themof their duties so that they coul d understand
the party's phil osophy better," he added.
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