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TOWNSH P PROJIECT A SYMBOL OF SUCCESS OF SOUTH SOUTH COOPERATI ON

By: K C. Leong

SAN BERNARDO, CHI LE, Sept 29 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad and Chil ean President Eduardo Frei Ruiz-Tagle today jointly
i naugurated a new township project which was held up as a synbol of success
of Sout h- South co-operation.

The two | eaders had travelled on a new train which they had just
jointly inaugurated earlier in Santiago and on a newy conpleted railway
line to this town just outside the Chilean capital

The project involves the redevel opnent of an old railroad depot here
into a new township which is expected to prove popular with residents of
Santiago seeking to escape the pressures of living in the city of nearly
six mllion.

It is being devel oped by Ml aysi a Sout h- Sout h Corporation Berhad
(Masscorp), a consortium formed by a nunber of |eading Ml aysi an conpanies
and its Chilean partners.

Wth the conpletion of a new railway station here and the railway |ine
from Santiago, now a nere 15 nminutes ride away in the new train, it was
hoped that nore city fol ks would be encouraged to spend their weekends in
this picturesque town.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here yesterday (Mnday, MST) for a three-day
official visit, earlier was given an official welconme at the Altar de |la
Patria National Mnument before calling on President Frei at the nearhby
Pal aci o de | a Mneda.

At the presidential palace, the two |eaders had a brief neeting before
| eading their respective delegations to a bilateral neeting. They then
departed for Santiago's central railway station to travel here

Addressing a large crowmd of San Bernardo fol ks and nunicipality
officials, Dr Mahathir said the project nmarked a new nilesone in
Mal aysi a-Chile relations and represented the cul mnation of nonths of
pl anni ng and hard work by all the partners.

He said the project provided a rem nder that countries of the South had
much to offer one another. "Projects of this nature prove yet again that
Sout h- South co-operation is working effectively for the betternment of its
peopl e, " he added.

It also denpnstrated that the corporate sector of the South was nore
than capable of undertaking large construction projects that ultimately
woul d benefit all sectors of the conmunity, the prine mnister said

He was al so pleased that in the efforts to develop the township, care
had been taken to safeguard the environment and efforts had been nade to
i ncorporate recreational facilities for the young and ol d.

He hoped the project would contribute towards making the vision of the
muni cpality to devel op San Bernardo a success and congratul ated Masscorp
and its partners for their efforts.

Dr Mahat hir hoped the project would be the begi nning of nmany nore
Mal aysi a-Chil e projects and was confident that when conpleted it would
stand as an exanple of South-South co-operation in action.

On his return to Santiago, he paid a courtesy call on the president of
the Senate, Senator Sergi o Romero.

Dr Mahathir, who had visited Cuba earlier, will continue on his current
Latin Anerican visit by travelling to Uruguay on Wdnesday and Thursday
bef ore proceeding to Argentina. -- BERNAMA
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