15/ 06/ 1997
Township still green and tranqui

reports on "My Wakil Rakyat and 1" by Zaki ah Koya
ALTHOUGH Bukit Jalil, site of the 1998 Commonweal th Ganes, is in Bandar
Tun Razak, it appears to be a township that has yet to have been affected
by preparations for a mgjor sports event that will place Ml aysia on the
sportsworld nmap.

Either this, or it is nerely the cal mbefore the storm for, one can
never be so sure as the residents do not nmention neither Comronweal th
Ganes nor Bukit Jalil

A quiet town with all the necessities and facilities, it nmakes an idea
retirenent place for the nmiddle incone earner with no kanmpung or nowhere
else toretreat to

This township is formerly a part of the Sungai Besi constituency. For
the 1995 elections, it was deci ded Sungai Besi constituency be divided
into two - Cheras and Bandar Tun Razak.

Up to 1995, the Sungai Besi constituency has remmi ned a DAP stronghol d.
However, after the formati on of Bandar Tun Razak as a separate
constituency by itself, BN surprisingly managed to gain a majority when
they fiel ded MCA candi date Datuk Tan Chai Ho.

Inits early days (and at present anong the ol der generation) it was
known as Kanmpung Konggo as its original settlers conprised of soldiers who
have served in the Congo

Local s who have been living here since its Kanpung Konggo days say it
was t hought to have been founded by one Hitam Hussin. The place was then a
dense jungle and Hitam not liking the urban accommbdati on he was provi ded
with, was said to have been | ooking for a settlenent where he could build
a home surrounded by nature.

The story goes that while he was clearing the |and, he was hel ped by
some sol diers who had served in Congo, thus the appropriate naning of the
new settl enent as Kanpung Konggo.

Over the years, with nore and nore people mgrating to the city and as
accommodati on becane nore expensive with the influx, Kanmpung Konggo grew
with its squatters and early settlers.

The governnent, realising its potential and attractions, took over in
1974 and drew a programme to devel op 400 hectares in the area, which
i ncl uded Kanpung Konggo.

Rosli Kari Sain, one of its early settlers, says Kanmpung Konggo spanned
fromwhere Bandar Tun Razak is divided from Bandar Tasi k Selatan up to the
housi ng estates of Mewah, |khlas and Jujur.

In what the governnent said was paving the way for "an integrated
residential, conmercial, and recreational township", the original settlers
as well as those who were squatting on Kanpung Konggo, were noved into
| owcost flats (urban accommbdati on which Hitaminitially shied away
from

These flats, fornerly known as Kanpung Konggo Flats, are now known as
Sri Labuan Fl ats and conme under the Dewan Bandaraya Kual a Lunpur.

Many nore flats and housi ng estates have al so come up. Skyscrapers,
however, have yet to nake a mark in this town. In 1982, Kanpung Konggo
township was officially opened by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad as Bandar Tun Razak, naned after the second Mal aysian Prine
M ni ster Tun Abdul Razak.

In that short tinme since then, Bandar Tun Razak can be said to have
bl ooned into a full fledged township with devel opnents taking place



al t hough not rapidly, but obviously.

Wthin this tinme frame too, it has changed affiliation - while under the
Sungai Besi constituency it was within the boundary of Sel angor, but now,
the parlianmentary constituency of Bandar Tun Razak is under the Federa
Territory.

A drive through Bandar Tun Razak would have a first tiner inpressed with
its greenery and town pl anni ng.

One will be inpressed to find the main driveway of Bandar Tun Razak as
tranquil as its name, Jalan Tenteram On one side are some of the ol dest
and top educational institutions such as the Maktab Perguruan Il nmu Khas
and Sekol ah Sai ns and Sekol ah Al am Shah, meking it one of the education
centres in the country.

In the same row, there is also the International Youth Centre, an
i mpressive building, and a sports conplex which is accessible to all (but
whi ch opens only in the evenings).

There is also the newl y-conpl eted UKM hospi tal, spanning over acres of
| and, and which seens to be a bit out of place, what with its Austrian-
like design. It is scheduled to open in July this year and will serve as
the general hospital for the residents there.

The | andscape of Bandar Tun Razak is natural and beautiful, not the
pruned shrubs and trees-on-stilts one usually finds in KL. It is lined
with majestic old trees, wich cast their tineless shadows as one drives
under their branches arching across the roads.

Predom nantly a Malay area with Mal ays nmaking up 56 per cent of the
popul ati on and Chi nese constituting another 35 per cent, Bandar Tun Razak
has quite a nunber of religious schools as well as suraus, one just as big
as a nosque.

Then there is the beautiful Sayyidi na Gsman nosque, where the Friday
congregations are hel d.

For recreation purposes, there is the Tanan Tasek Permaisuri, |ake and
all, whichis said to be the original site where ancestor Hitam cl eared
the jungle.

But when you enter the vicinity of lowcost flats, which is not very far
fromthe Tasek Pernmaisuri, do not breathe as the stench of uncoll ected
garbage is quite unbearable - especially after comng in fromthe fresh
air under the majestic old trees.

Litter is everywhere, and this is especially obvious in the | ow cost
houses and | owcost flats.

One wonders if AlamFlora, the newWy privatised garbage coll ector,
services these areas of the town. The special officer to Tan, Abd Rahman
Abdul | ah, says it is not that these places are not serviced, but that the
peopl e do not place their garbage in the proper places, thus the refusa
of AlamFlora to collect. This standoff nust be sorted out as a matter of
urgency, for, the overriding concern nust be the health ramfications from
rubbi sh overflowing fromthe main bins.

Throwi ng of things fromthe top floors of the flats is a popul ar
activity here, and has yet to be addressed. It seens every norning litter
of all sorts can be found on the ground floors. One resident renarked that
"the authorities are waiting for sone bricks to fall on soneone's head
before they do anything about it".

Water is the biggest worry of Bandar Tun Razak residents as water cuts
are a common occurrence, for a stretch of hours every two or three days.

One of the recent cuts, lasting for nore than one-and-a-hal f days, |eft
many of them st eam ng

The nmain reason given by the Water Supply Department is that there is
al ways one project or another. Furthernore, the residents, say no proper
notice is given.



However, Abd Rahman cl ains that water cuts are broadcast on radi o before
t he di srupti ons.

Resi dents of Bandar Tun Razak say that it does not help as not many of
them have their radio on all day |long and then again there have been tines
the news was too late for themto store any water.

Water trucks despatched to the affected areas do help but a few of the
residents say that even in such tines of need, there is the tendency to
"pi ck" areas.

Not one person that this witer net failed to talk of their water woes.
They say their conplaints seemto have fallen on deaf ears and nobst are at
present just putting up with it - but their patience has its limts, they
caution.

Despite these setbacks many residents believe that these are sone of the
sacrifices they are willing to go through in the nane of devel oprent.

(END)
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