12/ 11/ 1997

Trade and i nvest ment agreenments signed with Macedoni a

MACEDONI AN Forei gn M ni ster Dr Bl agoj Handzi ski and International Trade
and Industry Mnister Datuk Seri Rafidah Aziz signing an agreenment on
pronoti on and reci procal protection of investnents.

They earlier signed a trade agreenent between the two countries.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad and Macedoni an Presi dent
Kiro digorov (on Dr Mahathir's right) w tnessed the signings. On the
right is Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi. Wth the two
si gni ngs, Ml aysi a has now signed 57 | nvest nent Guarantee Agreenents and
53 Trade Agreenents.

Earlier, Dr digorov called on Dr Mahathir at his office for bilatera
tal ks. @igorov, who is | eading a 46- nenber del egati on conpri sing
m ni sters, senior governnent officials and busi nessnmen, arrived yesterday
on a four-day official visit to boost bilateral rel ations.

Speaking after the neeting, Abdullah said both sides had fruiful
di scussi ons on strengthening ties and co-operation in various fields.

He sai d Mal aysi a and Macedoni a agreed to i ncrease econonmic interaction
and Macedoni a wel comred Mal aysi an investnments in the Bal kan state's
econony.

Later, Abdullah had a 30-mi nute neeting with his Macedoni an counterpart,
Dr Bl agoj Handziski, and told the Press that Ml aysi a had suggested an
i nformal workshop of Bal kan states on inproving race relations in a bid to
avoi d conflicts.
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