28/ 02/ 1997
Tragedy of the innocents

N.  Abdul | ah

I AM an angui shed nmother in the mdst of a long-termchild custody battle.
| amassertive, well educated and unintim dated by authority. For two
years | have been fighting, within the Syariah system to return a pair of
traumati sed, innocent young children to their rightful custodian, ne.

The father of the children is an abusive, philandering alcoholic with a
title. He divorced ne and was given custody by lying blatantly to a
Syariah high court judge, under oath. He has been in contenpt of court
repeatedly for refusing to acknow edge visitation orders which neither the
court nor police claimthey are able to enforce.

I have one of the best Syariah attorneys in the country representing ne

and hi s counsel has been exenplary. | have the support of ny ex-husband's
famly. | have contacts in high places who have attenpted advocacy work on
behal f of nyself and the children. Yet nothing has been acconpli shed.

My son was two and ny daughter three when our ordeal began. | told ny
husband I no longer | oved him He went berserk. He demanded | | eave. \Wen
| refused and contacted an attorney, he threatened to harmthe children.
After | left, heartbroken, he gave the children to his first wife and

moved his girlfriend in. He did not even bother to visit the children for
t he next seven nmonths. Because | showed up at the first wife's hone with a
court order, he ran off with the children.

The succeedi ng nonths were a tragedy beyond conprehension for the
children, for nyself. They have been and continue to be used as pawns by a
very sick man who has no conpassi on for nor understandi ng of what his
behavi our is inflicting upon them two priceless innocents who have no
voi ce and only want to be with their nmommy.

| cannot look at a child without crying. | avoid public places,
television, ny friends and famly who have children. | have | ost 20
pounds. | have teetered on the edge of madness nore than once. Yet when |
have to nake a phone call, be in court, wite a statenent, | amthere, 100
per cent.

| hold on for the children. |I have found nmy refuge in Islam in prayer.
My faith sustains and enpowers nme. | have read everything | could get ny
hands on regarding Syariah famly law. It is so just, so inspiring, so
genuinely a reflection of the conpassion, the beneficence of Allah towards
worren and children. It is ny duty as a Muslimand ny all-consuni ng
responsibility as a nmother to see it inplenmented

So why is it that after two years of doing everything right within a
syst em whose supposed prinary concern is to ensure custody cases are
resol ved quickly for the welfare of the children that this case is taking
so long? And why is it that everyone is really sorry to hear the father
is violating the judge's generous visitation order and has deni ed those
poor babi es access to their nommy for nearly eight nonths but no one does
anyt hi ng?

Could it be his title? Could it be that | aman Anerican and he is a
Bum putera? Or nmaybe it's because | ama convert and he's a born Mislim
(who, in our five years of marriage, managed to comrit just about every
sininthe Quran). O could it be that the Syariah Court systemin this
country is in a mnor state of chaos and anything nore conplicated and
| ess fun than a khal wat charge gets shoved in the corner?

Yes, | amangry. My children are crying. Every day, their scars, which
they will carry for life, becone alittle deeper and the inability to



confort thembrings forth a silent scream of unspeakabl e pain. That there
are hundreds, maybe thousands of nothers in Ml aysia al one sharing ny
plight is alnost too nuch too bear.

Children rai sed without nothers rarely grow up to becone nodel citizens.
Surely it behooves those in power to set aside the [ atest financial
statistics and confront a few hunan statistics. Wth nore than just
polished rhetoric, enpty platitudes or a token acknow edgenent abandoned
after a few days.

Mal aysia is a wonderful country, Dr Mahathir a superb Prime Mnister.
Extraordi nary things are possible here, unlike the US which is too big,

too fragnented. | have no illusions ny case woul d have been handl ed better
t here.
| believe in the vision of 2020. | believe that hel ping a few t housand

crying nmothers and their children be reunited is integral to that dream
And | believe that the nagnificent echo of our |laughter, the radiance of
our joy, the pal pable, glorious manifestation of divine justice served is
too i mportant, too valuable to ignore.
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