15/ 05/ 1997
Train mshap report rejected

M chel | e Shear es

THE Transport Mnistry has rejected a KTM Bhd report pertaining to an
accident in which a north-bound train killed six famly nmenbers at a
railway crossing in Bukit Siput, Segamat on Decenber 31 | ast year.

It's mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik told reporters after the
weekly Cabi net nmeeting that the report he received fromthe investigation
comm ttee was i nconpl ete and not thorough enough.

"I have read the report and | amvery di sappointed with it because it is
an unsatisfactory and poor report.

"A lot of key witnesses were not called upon to give evidence, and

therefore take it as an inconplete report," he said.

"Since there are many questions that have gone unanswered, | am
rejecting it and under the powers vested in Section 46 and 47 of the
Rai | way Act 1991, | will be constituting another investigation into the

cause of the accident and the possible renedies,"” he added.

Li ng said he had spoken to the Director-Ceneral of the Departnent of
Rai | ways who was al so not satisfied with the report, and who recommended
that another committee be set up.

The m ni ster added that the second comittee will be set up as soon as
possi bl e and that he has soneone in nind to | ead the investigation but
declined to reveal his nane.

"I have soneone in mind, but | have not consulted himyet, so its better
not to reveal who he is," he said, adding that he presunmed the new
commttee will carry out its investigations and submit a report to himas
soon as possi bl e wi thout conprom sing on thoroughness and conpl et eness.

The acci dent which involved a collision between a north-bound train and
a car which was crossing the railway track at the Bukit Siput railway
crossing in Segamat.

Meanwhi | e, KTM Bhd managi ng di rector Dat uk Abdul Rahi m Gsman sai d he was
not able to comment because he needed to get nore details on the natter
first.

Ling also said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamed will be
| aunching the "notorcycle safety canpai gn' aimed at notorcyclists from
both the rural and urban areas on August 22 this year.

He said the main aimof the canpaign is to encourage notorcyclists to
wear their crash helnmets and have the lights on at all tinmes.

He added that a committee conprising officials fromthe Mnistry of
Transport, the Road Transport Departnent and notorcycl e manufacturers had
been set up to plan the | aunch.

He said although the venue for the launch has not been decided yet, it
will be sonmewhere in Kuala Lunpur. The canpaign will stretch for two
years.
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