21/ 07/ 1997

Trans-Asia rail: Wrk grinds to a halt in Canbodi a

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The consultants engaged by KTM Ber had to gat her
information on the Trans-Asia railway have been forced to stop work
tenmporarily in Canbodia due to political uncertainties there.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik said it was difficult
for the consultants to proceed with the fact-finding work there because
the country was in turnoil.

He was speaking after opening the Sel angor MCA general assenbly at Wsma
MCA.

The Trans-Asia Railway will run from Si ngapore through Kual a Lunpur
Bangkok, Aranyaprathet, Poipet, Sisophon (all in Thailand), Phnom Penh and
Lok Ni nh (Canbodia), Ho Chi Mnh Gty and Hanoi (Vietnam) to Kunming in
Chi na.

KTM Bhd is the project manager for the Trans-Asia Railway |ink.

The link, stretching 5,513 km was nooted by Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad at the fifth Asean Sunmit in Bangkok | ast Decenber

The Governnent appoi nted a consortium of consultants to conduct a
feasibility study on the proposed Trans-Asia railway |ink |ast May.

The | ead consultant is KL Consult, assisted by Universiti Ml aya Inc.
The teamwi || conduct economic forecasting and sensitivity tests on the
project. The other consultant is Zaaba Consul t ancy.

These consultants will conduct studies on three nain areas - econonic,
forecasting, engineering studies and cross-border facilitation courses
i nvol ving teaching and recruitnment of security, Custons and i nmm gration
per sonnel

"W hope the situation will return to normal soon so that the
consultants can continue with their work," Dr Ling said.

He said the consultants had visited all the countries |inked by the
proposed project but had not conpiled informati on on Canbodi a.

The Ml aysi an Gover nment has secured sufficent funding for the fact-
gat hering m ssion. Ml aysia has allocated RM million for the initial
feasibility study.

"We cannot do anything wi thout having all information on the entire
proj ect.

"This is because a |l arge section of the railway |ine passes through
Canbodi a," Dr Ling said.

Al'l countries Iinked by the proposed project had agreed on their comobn
border crossings | ast Muy.

On the Bukit Siput train-car crash which killed six nenbers of a fanily
| ast year, Dr Ling said he had approved a request fromthe investigating
team for the appoi ntnment of a prosecutor fromthe private sector.

The probe by the investigating team |ed by forner Deputy Health
M ni ster Datuk K. Pathmanaban, had to be postponed as they was no
prosecutor available for the 35 wi tnesses.
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