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Training “first responders' to provi de energency treatnent

Ashraf Abdul | ah; Elizabeth John

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Police, fire and other rescue personnel will be
trained to assunme the role of "first responder” and provi de energency care
during accidents, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad said

t oday.

They woul d be trained to performinitial assessment and basic life-
support procedures in the event of an accident, he said.

Dr Mahathir said first responders were individuals who were not
specifically trained in providing energency care but who, by the nature of
their occupations, were the first to arrive at the scene of the incident.

For exanple, policenen would be equipped with Iife support skills to
save victins and initiate |ife support procedures, as well as the
managenent of other aspects of an accident, he said when opening the first
Asi an I nternational Congress on Energency Medicine at the Putra Wrld
Trade Centre.

The t hree-day congress is organi sed by the Ml aysi an Soci ety of
Traunat ol ogy and Energency Medi cine. Held concurrently with the congress
is the International Healthcare Show organi sed by ABC Exhi biti ons.

Al so present at the opening were Health M nister Datuk Chua Jui Meng and
Mal aysi an Soci ety of Traunmatol ogy and Energency Medi ci ne president Dr Abu
Hassan Asaari Abdul | ah.

Dr Mahathir said the "first responder” concept was recogni sed
internationally as a cost-efficient and effective part of an overal
energency nedi cal system

Besi des this, he said, there was also a need for Malaysia to establish a

conpr ehensi ve communi cati on systemw th uni versal access line, like the
"911' systemin the United States, as part of its energency nedi cal
system

The system which shoul d be established as soon as possible, would
provi de public access to the heal thcare service.

"Mal aysia is now planning to establish an energency conmuni cati on
network which will include tel enedicine and tel e-energency capabilities,"”
he sai d.

Dr Mahathir said a conplete assessnent of the patient condition had been
made possible with advances in audi o-vi sual technol ogy.

"This is ideal for our situation where we do not have adequate
specialist service in every part of the country,” he said. "Hence,
telenmedicine will enable access to expert consultation.”

Dr Mahathir said the Government was novi ng qui ckly, especially in
energency nedi cal services and traunma care, as Ml aysia noved towards ful
i ndustrialisation

He said Mal aysi a's epidem ol ogi cal profile now resenbl ed nuch nore
closely that of an industrialised country with cardi ovascul ar di sease,
cancer and injury representing the major killers.

"Furthernmore, the incidence of injury due to road traffic and industrial
accidents is fast accelerating," he said. "It equals, if not exceeds, that
of western countries due to the faster rate of devel opnent."

Dr Mahathir said the high nunber of deaths due to accidents in Ml aysia
was expected to increase to 31.2 per 100, 000 popul ation.

This was consistent with the increase in the nunber of registered
vehi cl es, of which notorcycles nmade up 58 per cent.

Dr Mahathir said the rise in fatalities was higher during periods of



heavy popul ati on novenent |ike the recent Chinese New Year and Hari Raya
hol i days.

During the 18-day Kongsi Raya cel ebrations, 614 people lost their lives,
565 sustained serious injuries and 892 mnor injuries.

"In economic terns, this clearly represents a significant loss to the
country,"” he said. "A large proportion of casualties are in the 20 to 40
age group."

In 1993, there were 27.8 deat hs per 100, 000 popul ation, with sone
130, 000 years of life | ost.

"Urgent action is required both in ternms of injury control and
prevention," he said, "as well as in the devel opnent of energency nedica
and trauma care.

Meanwhi | e, Dr Abu Hassan said trained operators would man the " 911"
enmergency call service due to start early next year in the Klang Valley.
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