24/ 06/ 1997

Trans-Asia rail link study to be conpleted by year end

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prelimnary studies by Ml aysi an experts on the
Trans- Asi a Railway woul d be conpleted by the end of the year, Deputy
Transport M nister Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam sai d today.

Companies interested in taking part in the project should get in touch
with the Mnistry, which is the co-ordinator for the railway |Iink, once
the studi es were conpl et ed.

"So far, countries |like Germany, France, ltaly, Britain and Pol and have
shown interest in theproject which |inks Singapore to Kunnming in Southern
China." he said.

Mohd Ali was speaking to reporters at his office after neeting the
Ger man Devel opnent, Housing and Transport M nister, Senator Juergen
Kl emann who is on a three-day working visit to Ml aysi a.

"The del egation fromBerlin has expressed interest in the devel opnent of
the Trans-Asia Railway and the construction of the bridge |Iinking Ml aysia
and Sumatra in | ndonesia." he added.

The Trans-Asia Railway will run from Si ngapore through Kual a Lunpur,
Bangkok, Aranyaprathet, Poipet, Sisophon (all in Thailand), Phnom Penh and
Lok Ninh (Canbodia), Ho Chi Mnh City and Hanoi (Vietnam) to Kunming in
Chi na.

The project, stretching a distance of 5,513 km was nooted by Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad at the fifth Asean Summit in
Bangkok | ast Decenber.

The ni ne- nenber del egation, |led by Klemann and includes Berlin Minicipa
Aut hority menbers and entrepreneurs, also expressed interest to take part
in the future devel opment of KTM Bhd which is expected to be privatised by
the end of this year.

Mohd Ali said: "Interested conpanies from Germany can further discuss
the matter with the consortiumundertaking the privatisation of KTVB
whi ch includes DRB Bhd, Renong Bhd and Bolton Properties Sdn Bhd.

Kl emann said Mal aysia attracted a good deal of attention in Germany due
toits economc growth rate and al so because of the grow ng vol ume of
trade in the past few years.

"Wth this visit ,1 hope there will be excellent co-operation between
both countries.” He said Mal aysia would be all owed one of the days in the
“Asia Week' to be held fromSept 18 in Berlin. "It is also part of our
pronotion to attract nore people to visit Malaysia during the the 1998
Commonweal t h Ganes in Kual a Lunpur. "

Later, Mohd Ali, asked to comment on reports in The Malay Mail that
nmotori sts have recei ved sunmonses t hrough the post for traffic offences
which they did not commt, he said the Mnistry had not received any
conpl ai nts.
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