03/ 12/ 1997
Transport charges won't be raised, say |orrynen

Chong Chee Seong

MJAR, Tues. - Lorry operators will not increase transport charges despite
the rise in the cost of spare parts and operating costs due to the
ringgit's depreciation.

Pan- Mal aysi a Lorry Oaners' Associ ation deputy president Er Sui See said
today its 10,000 nenbers who controlled a fleet of nore than 100, 000
lorries woul d rather absorb the higher costs than rai se charges.

"This is our show of patriotismat a tine when the country is beset with
econom ¢ probl ens.

"Wt don't want to increase transport charges as this would spark off a
chain reaction and |l ead to other price increases."

Er said the association was fully behind Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Moharmad and this was a positive response to his call to al
sectors of the economy not to hike prices.

He said al t hough nenbers were suffering froma drastic sl owdown in the
transport industry, they were prepared to nmake sacrifices for the good of
the country.

"W woul d rather tighten our belt and absorb the | osses than increase
char ges.

"W will advise all our lorry drivers, attendants and their famlies to
heed Dr Mahathir's advice and be prudent in their spending," he said
noting that prices of tyres and spare parts had gone up by between |5 and
30 per cent since Septenber.
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