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I PAY ny warmtribute to Malaysia, a fascinating, peaceful, harnoni ous and
bl essed country with rich cultural heritage and vast devel opment.

On Aug 31, Malaysians will celebrate the 40th anni versary of
i ndependence.

Havi ng responded to the shouts of "Merdeka, Merdeka, Merdeka" - the
procl amati on of i ndependence - along with the nultitude of fellow
citizens, | salute our national flag on this day with pride, honour and
dignity as it synbolises the unconditional |ove of the nulti-racial,
caring and | oving society.

The nation and its peopl e have been bl essed by having the right Prine
M nister at the right tinme. Mal aysians enter the era of Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, the | ongest-serving Prine M nister.

He set out to change the nindset of Ml aysians to think, to pledge
loyalty to the nation and act positively that we are as good as anybody
else inthe world, if not better. We can do all the things that other
peopl e do and Mal aysi a Bol eh! Mal aysi a Bol eh! Mal aysi a Bol eh!

Dr Mahat hir has nade Mal aysia known to the world and is the acknow edged
spokesnman of the Third Worl d.

Mal aysi a can be proud of its achievenments thanks to our Prime Mnisters
- past and present - and the response of the people of Malaysia with
unity, responsibility and solidarity.

We can nove forward with confidence to achi eve greater heights and
success. The future of the nation lies in the hands of a capabl e and
responsi bl e young generati on.

| praise and thank Al m ghty God for H's bl essings upon the nation, its
peopl e and the | eaders who are entrusted to | ead Mal aysi a t owards peace,
har nony, justice, progress and prosperity.
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