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ON Aug 20, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad | aunched t he book
on Tun Razak by Datuk Zainuddin Maidin. In his speech, Dr Mahathir
recall ed the cl ose camaraderi e between him Tun Razak and Tun Hussein Onn.

Razak had enphasi sed the inportance of dependability among | eaders. He
said | eaders must produce results. The inpression he made had been so
profound that Dr Mahathir effortlessly recounted Razak's | eadership
attributes. | believe many at the function had their own nenories about
their contact or relationship with razak.

I nyself had a brief encounter with the Tun, as he was fondly called, as
| worked for himin a small unit when he was the Deputy Prine Mnister. At
that time, he was al so the Mnister for National and Rural Devel oprent.

Qur unit conprised four officers. W had to | ook at the reports prepared
by many mnistries. There were two i nportant aspects of the work - the
organi sation of the Mal ayan Railway and the Mal aysian Airline.

We al so drafted speeches, particularly on defence and foreign rel ati ons.
It was an interesting tinme as Mal aysia was begi nning to undergo rapid
transformati on.

Razak toured the countryside tirelessly and kept abreast with the "Red
Book" on devel opnent plans. The briefings at the national operations room
and at the district |evel were always exciting and stinulating.

| al so renmenber Tun before Independence at the gol den jbil ee of our
school. W were all excited to wel cone a well-known old boy who al so had
been a M nister of Education.

He had been our inspiration. W had heard so nmuch about his schol astic
and sporting prowess.

What really inpressed ny friends and | was his open display of
national i smeven when the col onial power was still evident and
| ndependence was still a couple of years away.

He had witten in the autograph books the word Merdeka. W& were
astoni shed and were inspired by his daring.

Razak was definitely a man of destiny. He grabbed any opportunity that
came his way after making his usual assessnent. He bol dy introduced the
New Econoni c Pol i cy.

The result of his bold acceptance of the plan can be seen in
contenrporary Mal aysia such as Bank Bum putra, and Universiti Kebangsaan
Mal aysia. The idea was to restructure Ml aysian society into a nodern
technical l y-oriented society.

He made two i nmense contributions towards Mal aysia's internationa
relations. He renewed the fraternal relations with I ndonesia and forged
cl ose co-operation with China.

He was one of the founders of Asean and started Mal aysia's cl ose co-
operation with nei ghbouring countries in econom c and def ence aspects. He
articul ated the proposal for ZOPFAN (Zone of Peace, Freedom and
Neutrality).

He managed to persuade Asean countries to accept the ZOPFAN concept. |t
was adopted in the Kuala Lunpur Declaration in 1971

In 1974, Razak took the bold step of visiting China and establishing
di pl omatic rel ati ons between the two countries. | was in the Wsnma Putra
that time and was Desk O ficer for China. It was a hectic time preparing
for Mal aysia's openi ng of China.

It was the opening which put Mal aysia on the road to an even- handed



foreign policy of equidistance and non-alignnent. Razak al so pronoted
relations with Islamc countries. Ml aysia was active in the formation of
the O C or The Organisation of Islamc Countries. As a result, our first
Prime M nister Tunku Abdul Rahman becane the first secretary-general of
the A C.

Mal aysia will always renmenber the contribution Razak made in
consolidating the country and unifying its people. Wiile he was active in
the wider world of non-alignnent, the OC and the Commonweal th rel ati ons,
Razak's singular legacy is the fostering of close co-operation anong
nei ghbouring countries, and the consolidation of Asean.

* Datuk Yusof Hashimis a former Ml aysian Anbassador.
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