04 DEC 1997
Mahat hir-Mariti ne
TURN TO LESS LABOUR- | NTENSI VE VWAYS, MAHATHI R TELLS MARI TI ME | NDUSTRY

LANGKAW, Dec 4 (Bernanm) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad today urged
the private sector to |look into technol ogical innovations that could make
the maritine industry |less |abour-intensive in turning Mlaysia, once
renowned for its seafarers like Panglinma Awang, into a true maritine
nati on.

Commendi ng the navy for its "Smart Ship" concept which has reduced
operational costs, the prine mnister said the private sector should | ook
into the possibility of incorporating nore | T-based technol ogy and
automation in line with Malaysia's Miltinmedia Super Corridor project.

He said the healthy growmh in the maritine industry inplied a
tremendous pressure on the limted human resources in the industry where
not only was recruiting the right candidate a problem but retaining
trai ned personnel in sea-related careers was even nore probl ematic.

"Though we were once renowned seafarers, as potrayed by Panglim Awang
or Henry the Black who, along with Magellan, circumavigated the gl obe
unfortunately we have sonehow lost this trait.

"The | ong years under colonial rule have perhaps nade us | andl ubbers
with a distinct dislike for being away from hone for any length of tine,"
the prinme mnister said when opening the First International Maritine
Conf erence onboard the MV. Star Pisces, here.

The conference is being held in conjunction with the Langkaw
International Maritine and Aerospace (Lima) '97 show which entered its
third day today.

Dr Mahathir said although Malaysia had all the makings of a maritine
nation, being strategically located at the centre of shipping land and with
a large sea area rich in fishery, oil and gas resources, it had yet to
optimse all these attributes to qualify as a naritine nation in the true
sense of the word.

He said efforts to transform Malaysia into a true naritine nation began
in earnest only about two decades ago and since then the industry had been
recogni sed as an increasingly inmportant sector in the country's econony.

On the navy's "Smart Ship" concept, Dr Mahathir said he was glad to
note that the navy was now seriously looking into it.

He said the concept had enabl ed the navy to reduce annual operating
costs by about 10 per cent through a reduction in nanpower by nore than 30
per cent.

The prinme minister said the nunber and capacity of |ocal shipbuilding
and repair yards had also increased nanifold to cope with the rising |eve
of activities.

The acquisition of new assets and the eventual |aunch of the navy's
patrol vessels project were expected to further stinulate shipbuilding and
ship repair activities while enhancing indigenous technical know how
t hrough a conprehensive transfer of technol ogy, he said.

He said that in this field of high technology, it was hoped that the
navy would play a nore significant role in initiating warship design,
buil di ng and repairs.

This, he said, would eventually enable the devel opment of |oca
capabilities in the field of naval architecture, nmarine engineering, narine
and aerospace conmuni cation, defence electronics and systens integration,
anong ot hers.

Dr Mahathir al so gave an assurance on the security situation, saying



that the governnent would make every effort to ensure that investnents are
safe and sound.

"Let's not allow the occasional reports of piracy to create an
i naccurate inpression of the overall security situation of the region.
Piracies or robberies at sea are isolated incidents which occur
occasionally everywhere," he said.

On maritinme-related careers, Dr Mahathir said the governnent was trying
to revive the nation's seafaring culture by inculcating maritinme val ues
anong school children through extra-curricular activities |ike sea cadet
cor ps.

As for the youth, Milaysia is now actively enbarking on the "Tunas
Sanmudera” sailing programre run by the navy in conjunction with the Youth
and Sports and the Education nministries. -- BERNAMA
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