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TV anchors need to weigh in properly

Zain Anri Ayeob

AN anchor is usually the weight or |everage that keeps a ship anchored and
not drift away fromits pier. Hence, TV anchors are responsible for
keepi ng their shows wi thin perspective.

This, however, has not been the case as seen in several anchored shows.
For instance, the recent coverage of the SEA Ganes in Jakarta by RTM In
retrospect, RTMs RahimRazali did a good job running the show but he
obvi ousl y | ooked overwhel ned.

He was conmmentating on al nost all the events, junping fromone event to
another, and that caused himto confuse his words.

Wat chi ng ESPN, the subscription sports channel, nade ne realise the
di fference between ESPN and RTM

When covering an event, ESPN uses a specialist, or at |east someone who
knows a thing or two, in that event (alongside the host).

RTM however, had Rahi mcover the ganut of "7-10 splits" in bowing to
"hal f-twi st somersaul ts" in gymastics.

If he had a production teamfeeding himinformation and wite-ups of
each sport, Rahi mwoul dn't | ook so "unprepared"

No di srespect for this man, for he has been Ml aysia's | ong-serving
sports conmentator and a good one at that, too. But who knows how cl earer
the events could be to the audi ence, especially events that are newto
Mal aysi ans, |ike water-skiing.

Those involved in "live interview' talk shows, such as Face To Face and
Teen Tal k show keen qualities of a good host but falter when it cones to
pul l'ing the show t oget her

Daryl, of Teen Talk, while interview ng |Innuendo on the show, kept
repeating his questions, alnost as if he ran out of them

| pitied Reynmee, for not only was he answering questions posed by the
host but he was also trying to keep the callers confortable because Daryl
was silent when these callers were on air

The questions (posed by Daryl) gave little credit to I nnuendo because
even though it is the No 1 R& group in Ml aysia and that it had an
interesting start, little was nentioned about that. Instead, they were
asked (repeatedly) what they do in their free tine.

It even reached a point where Innuendo had to thank the callers on
behal f of the show probably because they realised soneone had to do it.

Zal ina Azman, a seasoned host for TV3's Face To Face, al so | ooked
over whel ned when she was conducting the forum"Artiste Managenent” with
M ke Berni e, Sharizan and Sandy Monteiro.

The guests were given a roller-coaster ride of questions, junping back
and forth fromone topic to another. But when Zalina Azman told a caller
to "hurry up" because tinme was running out, | couldn't hel p | aughi ng,

t hi nki ng how the caller mght feel.

These anchors shoul d | ook at seasoned international anchors, such as Riz
Khan of CNN's Q%A, to | earn "show managenent" skills.

| noticed Khan's capabilities when | saw himinterviewing Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir recently. He seened |like he had researched our
country extensively that any question posed on the show was received by
hi mconfidently.

Looking at a professional |ike Khan, anchoring is not just about
answeri ng questi ons.

It's about conducting a show snoothly, which is only possible if you



know t he subj ect |ike you do the back of your hand.
It's al so about having a bal ance of nmaki ng your guests, your callers,
and your viewers confortable.
( END)
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