14/ 08/ 1997

TV3 gets nod to broadcast 24 hours, says Mhaned

SI STEM Tel evi syen Mal aysi a Bhd (TV3) has been given the greenlight to
broadcast 24 hours a day, Information M nister Datuk Mhanmed Rahnmat
announced yest er day.

At present, the private television station is broadcasting 20 hours
daily.

Mohanmed said he had consulted with Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad before arriving at the deci sion

The m nister, speaking at a press conference in Kuala Lunpur yesterday,
said the Governnent has allowed TV3 to broadcast 24 hours as it wants the
station to provide informati on and education to the people.

TV3, he added, indicated in its application that it wants the extra four
hours for the purposes of "infotainment and edutai nnment."

He hoped that the station's nmanagenent will consult the Information
M nistry on the programres it will air during the tine.

"I'n the past, | have been quite sceptical about this (24-hour broadcast)
because at that tine, we were trying to encourage people to work hard and
be producti ve.

"Wth the introduction of satellite and cable tel evision which are
operating 24 hours a day, we find that there had been no negative
i nfl uence on the popul ati on

"In fact fromour studies, we found that Ml aysians are nore intelligent
by wat ching tel evision," he said.

He described the approval (for 24-hour broadcast) as "a gift to the
nation” in conjunction with the 40th year of independence of the country.

Moharmed sai d Radi o and Tel evi syen Mal aysia (RTM has no plans to extend
its transm ssion and does not consider TV3 as a conpetitor. He added that
both stations suppl enent and conpl enent each ot her.

To date, the ministry has not received any ot her applications from other
| ocal television networks to extend their transm ssion hours.

On the rights for Measat Broadcast Network Systenms Sdn Bhd, the operator
of Astro, to telecast the international football matches, Mhanmed said the
m nistry hoped to finalise negotiations with the conpany by Septenber 1
this year.

He said the both parties need to discuss the cost of the rights and
whet her the matches tel ecast are |ive or del ayed.

Astro has agreed that the matches be aired on RTM s second channel, TV2.

He said the mnistry al so wanted TV3 to have its own football programes
and suggested that it tel ecasts Ml aysi an and Asi an Footbal |l since these
two | eagues are getting bigger and nore popul ar.
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