18/ 05/ 1997

Two angsana trees facing the chop (see CORRECTI ON above)

BEG NNI NG OF THE END? ... Standing on land that's been stripped of al
signs of life, these two angsana trees seemto be seeking confort from
each other in the face of a non-existent future.

Construction work for a sewerage pipe-laying project along Jalan Tun
Razak has turned the once lush three-hectare plot to a storage space for
soil renoved fromthe project site.

Al though the soil is due to be re-located to the project site to cover
the sewerage pipes once they are in place, for now they have been
uncer enoni ously dunped on the tree roots.

It is a sad closing chapter for these majestic trees, especially after
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad gal vani sed an anbiti ous
Nati onwi de Tree Pl anting Progranmme on March 3 with the goal of planting
three mllion trees by 2000 and another 20 million by 2020.

There have been signs that everyone top down is taking their cue.
Wirks M nister Datuk Seri S. Sanmy Vellu pledged shortly after that 72
trees, ironically also along Jalan Tun Razak, woul d not be destroyed even
t hough they stood in the way of a RML.2 billion highway project |inking

the city centre, Putrajaya and Kual a Lunpur International Airport.

Perhaps sone trees are just a little luckier than others.
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