05/11/1997

Two el derly nen arrested under | SA

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - Police arrested two former political and religious
activists under the Internal Security Act at their homes in Kedah and
Penang early today.

They are Abdul | ah Hassan, 80, a former Pas supporter from Pendang, and
Pahar uddi n Mustapha, 73, a forner Parti Rakyat Ml aysi a nmenber from Bukit
Mertaj am

It was not known if they were sent to the Kanunting detention centre.

Up to this evening, the Federal police headquarters had not issued a
statement despite Press queri es.

PRM president Dr Syed Husin Ali, who disclosed the arrests in a Press
statement this afternoon called upon Hone M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to rel ease them

Alternatively, they should be charged in court, he said.

Syed Husin clained the Barisan Nasional Governnent would use the | SAto
crack down on its political foes especially at the tine when the country
faces an econom c crisis and Umo, as the npbst inportant conponent nenber
of the governnent coalition, experiences internal conflicts.

When contacted, Syed Husin said the grounds for detention were not
known.

"W expect the police to give the reasons for the arrest, probably in
two nonths after they conplete investigations.

"Why shoul d they detai n Abdul | ah and Paharuddi n, who are both ol d nen
under the I SA without giving any reason to their famlies and who ordered
the arrest," said Syed Husin.

In Alor Setar, State Pas information chief Suhaim Ahmad deni ed that any
party menber had been arrested under the | SA

He said Abdullah was fornerly a party supporter who | ater joined the A
Argam m ssi onary novenent shortly before it was banned by the Gover nnment
for allegedly being involved in msguided teachings.

Fol | owi ng t he di sbandment of Al Argam Abdull ah becane actively invol ved
in Syariah teachings within the State, he added.

I n Penang, Paharuddi n, a scrapyard deal er, was believed to have quit
politics 20 years ago and his detention under the | SA was puzzling,
accordi ng to sources.
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