30/ 10/ 1997
Two friends in four cornered contest for Sungai Bakap

A. Kat hi rasen; Noor Adzrman Bahar uddi n

NI BONG TEBAL, Wed. - Four persons, including two best friends, are
contesting for the Sungai Bakap State seat in a by-election called
followi ng the death of Bari san Nasional Assenbl yman Ooi Theng Bok on Sept
23.

Returning O ficer Ahmad Phesal Talib announced that the nom nations of
Lai Chew Hock of the Barisan Nasional, Goh Kheng Huat of the DAP and
i ndependents Abu Harith Ahmad and K "M ttai" Ganesh were accepted at the
end of nom nations today. Polling is on Nov 8.

Lai and Goh are pals, with Goh being best man at Lai's weddi ng years
ago.

El ecti on Comm ssi on chai rman Dat uk Harun Di n, who was present
t hroughout, said later that everything went snoothly.

Lai was acconpanied to the nomination centre at the Jawi multi-purpose
hal I, about 6kmfromhere, by Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon,
Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Mohd Shariff QOmar, Deputy Mnister in the
Prime Mnister's Departnent Datuk Dr | brahi m Saad, Deputy Primary
| ndustries Mnister Datuk H shammuddi n Tun Hussein, State MCA and M C
chairmen Datuk Dr Sak Cheng Lumand Dr K. Rajapathy respectively and ot her
BN | eaders.

They marched fromthe Jawi Inn to the hall, a distance of half-a-
kil onetre, at 9.30am Lai, who was acconpani ed by his proposer Dr Goh
Cheng Tei k and seconder Hashi m Chi k, submitted his nomination form at
9. 40am

Later other BN | eaders joined themincluding Perak Menteri Besar Tan Sri
Ram i Ngah Talib, Deputy Honme Affairs Mnister Datuk Tajol Rosli Ghazali,
Deputy International Trade and I ndustry M nister Kerk Choo Ting and Perak
M C chai rman Dat uk K. Kumaran.

Goh was acconpanied to the hall by DAP secretary-general LimKit Siang,
State DAP chai rman Teoh Tei k Huat and other party | eaders including the
newy elected MP for Teluk Intan M Kul asegar an.

Goh, wal king with proposer Tan H n Ho and seconder Ong Seng San,
subm tted his paper at 9.59am

Ganesh arrived at the hall with a snmall band of peopl e about 9.20am He
subm tted his nom nation paper at 9.53am Hi s proposer was C. Marimuthu
whil e G Mardanmut hu was his seconder.

Abu Harith, who was al so acconpani ed by a snmall group of supporters,
subm tted his paper at 10. 15am acconpani ed by proposer |brahi m Abdul
Rahman and seconder S. Nat han.

Lai, 32, is a State Gerakan Youth vice-chairman and a | ocal boy. He
cones froma reputable and rich philantrophist famly in Sinpang Anpat.
This is his maiden foray into an election. He is married with three
chil dren.

Lai was confident of the full backing of BN conponent parties.

Goh, who is contesting in an election for the third tinme, is the State
DAP organi sing secretary. The 34-year-old nanaging director is nmarried
with two children. He is anbng the DAP's young bl ood.

He contested and | ost the Machang Bubuk seat in 1986 to the BN s Goik
Hock Lai and in the 1995 general election, he |ost by 661 votes to anot her
BN man, Tan Cheng Liang, for the Jawi State seat.

Goh said his chances were not good but he was contesting to offer an
opportunity to the voters to send a nmessage to the BN Governnent that they



were unhappy with the current situation in Sungai Bakap, the State and the
country.

Ganesh, 44, who sells Indian sweet cakes, is well known in the Indian
community and is chairman of the local Sithi Vinayagar tenple and is
i nvolved in many other tenples and Indian organi sations in the
constituency.

He said he was contesting because the State Governnent had not rebuilt
the Sungai Jawi Tami| school which was razed two years ago; there was
unfair dispensation of Governnment funds for H ndu tenples; and a CGerakan
| eader had derided the Indian conmunity by claimng Indians could be
bought over by providing al cohol and food.

He said he would withdraw if the Government woul d accede to his requests
and that he respected Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and
Koh and was not agai nst the Governnent.

Abu Harith, 40, a forner teacher and forner S46 nmenber, is well known in
the constituency, having been involved in various social organisations.

Abu Harith said the BN had not done enough for the constituency.

Meanwhi | e, Koh urged the constituents to vote the Barisan Nasional to
show their support to the party | eadership |ed by Dr Mahathir and his
deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

DAP supreno Limsaid the by-election was an opportunity for the people
to pass a md-termverdict on the performance of the Barisan Nasiona
Gover nment .

"Sungai Bakap voters can represent the people of Penang and the rest of
the country to express their unhappi ness and opposition on several matters
including the recent fee increases for international passports and driving
Ii cences.

"Also, it is nmost unlikely that the DAP could win in the election, but
the prospect of reducing the BNs ngjority is there," he said.
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