06/ 07/ 1997
Two top Gerakan posts may be appoi nted

Cheah Chor Soo

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Parti GCerakan plans to amend its constitution to nmake
the posts of secretary-general and treasurer-general appointed positions
in order to streamine the party machinery to face future chall enges.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr LimKeng Yai k said today the proposa
woul d be tabled at the party's del egates’ conference on Aug 16 and 17. The
conference will be opened by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad.

He said the appoi ntnments woul d be nade by the president with the consent
of the central conmittee

Anot her amendnent to be tabled is a provision for all the party's |oca
councillors and candidates for State and parliamentary el ections to be
appointed by the party's central working committee, which is the party's
executive body.

Previously, the task of appointing these people was shoul dered by the
central commttee, he said

"Those who are not in a position to serve the party, the country and its
peopl e shoul d accept the party's decision (to exclude then) and not
pressure the party unnecessarily," he told a Press conference after
chairing the party's central committee neeting

Dr Limsaid the party al so proposed to have two additional deputy
secretaries-general in view of the increasing workload and the need to
train new nenbers. "The appointnments will be nade by the secretary-genera
in consultation with the party president.”

O her proposed constitutional changes include extending the el ection
termof the party at State level fromthe present two years to three
years.

"We have decided that State chairmanship will continue to be an el ected
post, but we will tighten our supervision on them especially to prevent
themfromusing their influences to build political kingdomns.

"The el ections at the party's branch and divisional |levels will continue
to be held every two years," he said.

Dr Lim who is also Primary Industries Mnister, said that only nenbers
who had joined the party for a m nimumof two years were allowed to vote
or stand as candidate in a party el ection.

Those who have been in the party for less than two years woul d be
allowed to do so only if they get a witten approval fromthe OAC

"However, their rights to attend or speak up during party neetings are
mai nt ai ned, " he said, adding that such nove was intended to curb mass
nmobi | i sation of new nmenbers during party el ection.

On anot her devel opnent, Dr Limsaid his intention to step down fromhis
m ni sterial post woul d depend on his personal assessnment on the
credibility of his successors.

"But | welcone remarks fromnenbers as |long as they do so within the
party and not bring the matter outside," he said.

Dr Limsaid the party had al so decided to establish a research
departnent to provide input on the party's struggle, various social and
political issues faced by the country and net hods of handling them

"W are al so working towards revanping the party's headquarters by
enpl oying nore full-tinme staff."
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