03/ 04/ 1997

UPM MIDC centre to be | aunched t oday

SERDANG, Wed. - The stage is set for the launch of Universiti Pertanian
Mal aysi a- Mal aysi a Technol ogy Devel opnent Corporati on Technol ogy | ncubati on
Centre 1 at UPM by Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad

t onor r ow.

The RM3 million centre, home to seven newy forned high-tech conpanies
inthe fields of multinmedi a and bi ot echnol ogy, had been set up to
"nurture” newy formed nultinedia and bi ot echnol ogy conpani es until they
were comercial ly viable

UPM s deputy vice-chancel l or (devel opnent) Professor Datuk Mohd Zohadi e
Bardai e said the conpani es woul d then be rel ocated to Technol ogy Park
Mal aysi a and the space gi ven out to anot her conpany.

"The centre offers an excell ent working environnent with necessary
infrastructure at |l ow rates, and access to the country's fibre optic cable
networ k t hrough Ti nme-Tel ekom's earth satellite station | ocated near here,"
Mohd Zohadie said in an interview at the centre today.

He had earlier toured the 1.2 acre facility to check preparations for
t he | aunch.

"These conpanies will also be able to hire UPMI ecturers as consultants
and canpus facilities for research

"W will also push the conmpanies to apply for Miltinedia Super Corridor
status so that they can get nore incentives fromthe Governnent."

Mohd Zohadi e said the size of the centre would be increased from 25, 000
sq feet to about 90,000 sq feet by the end of the year and woul d be able
to to accommmodat e about 15 conpani es.

Dr Mahathir will also launch UPM Online and the satellite station

There will also be a dial ogue session between the Prime Mnister and
about 1,500 students and university staff.

(END)
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