10/ 02/ 1997

UK vi sitor praises PMfor nessage

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Inpressed by Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad' s Hari
Raya nessage to the nation, Dr A J. Goldman of Liverpool nade it a point
to congratul ate the Prinme M nister personally.

This was the reason Goldnman and his wife R V. Goldnan were willing to
wait in line with hundreds others who thronged Sri Perdana, where Dr
Mahat hir held his Hari Raya open house today.

Gol dman said he read the nmessage which was published in full in the New
Straits Tinmes today under the heading "A nonent for Muslins to mull over
weaknesses. "

"I told the Prine Mnister that it was an extrenely well-witten article
and it should be published in newspapers in the West.

"At a time when there are so nmany Muslins in the West and so little
know edge about them such a piece would hel p i ncrease awareness (of
Islam) there," said Goldman, who is on holiday with his wife.

Gol dman, who said he is a professor, added that the nessage woul d be
"very helpful” in countries that had no i dea about |slam

Anot her visitor who nmade a special effort to Sri Perdana was Linda Tan
a witer from Tai wan.

She flewin a few days ago to intervi ew Mal aysi an busi nessnmen for a book
on t he Mal aysi an econony.

Tan sai d she decided to observe the Prinme Mnister at the open house
because she had heard so much about himfromthe businessmen.

Japanese | anguage teacher Yoko Ota took the opportunity to show off the
uni que open house tradition to her friends visiting from Japan.

O a, teaching under the Look East Policy progranme and attached to the
Japan Cultural Centre, has been working in Mal aysia for sone tinme but her
friends are first-time visitors.

H sashi and Yuko |shiyanma coul d not speak nmuch English but smiled and
nodded as Ot a explai ned that she wanted her friends to experience
Mal aysi an hospitality.

The wonen were splendidly dressed in baju kurung to suit the occasion.
The I shiyanmas brought al ong their 20-nonth-old baby Msahiro.

Australians Leonard and Wendy Gawi cke nmade the trip to Sri Perdana on
the recommendation of their Ml aysian friends.

"They told us all about it (the open house) and said that we should cone
and see for ourselves," said Leonard, a nmechani cal engi neer posted to
Mal aysi a two nont hs ago.
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