19/ 04/ 1997

Umo's policy barrier to Pas, says Nik Aziz

KOTA BARU, Fri. - Pas cannot co-operate politically with Umo because of
the latter's nationalist policy which is not based on Islamnic principles,
Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdul Aziz Nk Mat said today.

He said Pas woul d not succunb to Umo politically although the two
parties had enbarked on an econom c co-operation, after the joint venture
proj ect between the Pas State Governnent-controlled Keloil Sdn Bhd and
Umo-control | ed KUB Mal aysi a Bhd.

KUB and Kel oi | had signed an agreenent early this nonth to jointly
devel op a petrochem cal township at Pantai Senok in Bachok. Present to
wi tness the agreenent signing, held on April 4, were Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamed and Nk Azi z.

"Pas can have econonic ties with Umo but not political ones unless its
(Umo) policy is Islanic.

"Yet we (in Pas) nmust have sonme formof ties with those whose politics
are not Islamc so that we can nake t hem under st and what |slamis about,"
he told reporters at his residence at Pul au Mel aka.

Ni k Azi z, also Pas head of consultative council, said he was happy to
note the changes in Umo now that the party was nmaking efforts to becone
closer to Islamc principles.

"It's because of pressure fromus (Pas) that Umo is inplenenting its
| sl ami ¢ poli cies.

"Hence, Pas needs to exist as an opposition to safeguard the Ml ays and
Islam " he added.

When asked what was it that was un-1slamc about Umo, Nik Aziz said it
was the party's policy.

"Umo's policy is nationalist not Islamc,” he said, "but if Umo can
change it to an Islanic one, we in Pas see no problemto be with them"

Ni K Azi z said Pas woul d continue to strengthen its position as an
opposition though he agreed that the nove would result in a split anobng
t he Musli ns.

"Even in Umo itself, the nenbers are divided. |If Pas does not exist,
there will also be a split. It is part of human history, a sign of life."

However, he said it was inportant to ensure the split did not cause
destruction
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