06 JUN 1997
Naj i b- Corr upt
UWNO W LL NOT SH ELD CORRUPT LEADERS, SAYS NAJI B

ALOR GAJAH, June 6 (Bernama) -- Umo vice-president Datuk Seri Najib
Tun Razak said today the action taken against three party |eaders by the
party supreme council yesterday was inevitable in efforts to "clean up”
umo.

He said the decision sent a "clear and |oud" signal that Umo adopted a
firm stand and would not tolerate any formof irregularities in efforts to
rid the party fromcorrupti on and power abuse.

A strong nmessage that any form of nal practices would not be condoned or
the culprits involved would not escape scot-free had been given nmany tines
by the party |eadership, said Najib, who is Education Mnister, to
reporters after opening a manipul ati ve workshop at Sekol ah Menengah Nani ng
in Sinpang Anpat, near here.

The supreme council, Ummo's highest policy-nmaking body, suspended
Wanita Umo Treasurer Siti Zainab Abu Bakar and secretary Senator Habshah
Gsman for their involvenent in closing the novenent's account and
wrongfully transferring RML.8 nillion fromits coffers.

Acting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim who chaired the
three-hour neeting, said Siti Zainab was also relieved of her job as Deputy
Primary Industries Mnister with i mediate effect.

The neeting also decided to suspend all party posts of Datuk Sahar
Arpan, the former Ml aka state executive councillor, who is facing three
corruption charges in the Mel aka Hi gh Court.

Najib said the "clean-up"” exercise in the party started when Umo
presi dent Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad stressed on the need to w pe out
noney politics, corruption and abuse of power in Umo in his presidential
address at the last Umo General Assenbly.

"Since then, party | eaders have been giving anple warnings, signals and

criticisnms on such ills in the party,
As such, it is tinme for us to take action so that the party
| eadership's credibility will not be disputed,"” he said

"We nust take action if we want to cleanse the party and government
from bl ack sheep and do not want corruption to be part of our culture or a
di sease which can erode people's confidence,” he said.

Najib said the suprene council neted out a severe punishnent as those
i nvol ved were | eaders who had contributed to the party and country.

"Neverthel ess, we do not have a choice when w ongdoi ngs are proven. By
taki ng taken, we are not denying their services and sacrifices to the party
but somet hing unavoi dable in our quest to uphold principles of our
struggle,"” he

He said the surprenme council's decision was a resolution to support the
call and aspirations of the party |eadership that stern action be taken
agai nst those involved in noney politics, corruption and abuse of power. --
BERNANMA
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