05/ 03/ 1997
Umo wants Bum m ddl e-cl ass expanded

Jai | ani Harun

THE Umo Suprene Council has directed all state governnments to seek
measures to create nore m ddl e-cl ass Bum puteras as to enable themto
conmpete with other citizens in the country.

Party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said anbng the steps that
can be taken are by giving Bum puteras nore opportunities to participate
in business activities |ike franchising.

The party, he said, is deeply concerned about the | ack of m ddle-class
Bum put eras al though the country has prospered fromvarious big projects.
"W have succeeded in creating a Bum putera upper class who are very
much involved in econonmic activities, but we are sad to note that our
m ddl e-cl ass coul d not yet nmatch the m ddl e-cl ass of the other races.

"For exanple, they (the Bumi puteras) are still not able to buy nedium
cost houses of up to RM350,000. Only a few of themcould afford to buy
such houses al though the Governnment is giving thema discount of 5 per
cent," he said.

Dr Mahathir, who is also the Prine Mnister, said the state governnments
shoul d provide training for Bumi puteras in various fields, including
commerce, to equip themw th the necessary know edge and skills.

"W need to see nore Bum puteras taking part in our devel oprment
programres. As salaried workers, it is quite difficult for themto inprove
their standard of living," he said at a press conference after a two-hour
Supreme Council neeting in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

As to whet her the Federal CGovernnent will play the sane role, he said
the matter has already been forwarded to the Cabinet.

The neeting al so di scussed i ssues pertaining to social ills as well as
di sciplinary action agai nst errant menbers.
On social ills, Dr Mahathir said the council has been directed to review

its social responsibility in conjunction with the efforts of other parties
to overcone the problem

"W have categorised the responsibility, which includes the
i neffectiveness of parents in giving proper guidance to their children,
the need for teachers to give nore attention to inculcating positive
val ues anong students, the Governnent's role and that of the nedia.

"Apart fromthat, we also want community | eaders to play an active role.
We want themto project a positive inmage," he said.

On party discipline, Dr Mahathir said it has been decided that any
menber found guilty of flouting the party's rules will have to followthe
current prosedures in making any appeal .
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