14/ 03/ 1997

Umo Youth | eads protests agai nst Lee

THE Umo Youth, armed with anti-Lee Kuan Yew banners, |ed protests agai nst
the Si ngapore Senior Mnister for his disparagi ng description of Johor

wi th denmonstrations at the Singapore H gh Conmi ssion in Kuala Lunmpur and
in Johor Baru, where Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad was
starting a two-day visit.

Its | eader Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hamidi said at the denmonstration in Kual a
Lunmpur the novenent will sue Lee for defamation if he does not nake a
public apology and retract his statenent.

Anong ot her things, the banners called Lee "senile" and "stupid", and
urged the forner Singapore Prine Mnister to respect the feelings of
Mal aysi ans i n general .

Lee sent an official letter of apology for describing Johor as a place
"notorious for shootings, nuggi ngs and car-j acki ngs" around 6pm yest er day,
but not before various other Ml aysian parties had expressed their views.

The Consuners Associ ati on of Penang (CAP) sent two press rel eases within
an hour yesterday to express its sentinents.

CAP president SSM Mhd Idris sent out the first press statenent to
Busi ness Tinmes at 2.14pm calling for a review of the water pact with
Si ngapore. The republic relies heavily on Mal aysia for water, draw ng
about 1.527 billion litres daily fromJohor under two agreenents. The
first agreenent expires in 2011 and the second runs out in 2061.

It al so demanded that Lee's dat ukship bestowed by the Johor Sultan be
stripped. Lee received the datukship in 1984.

At 3.09pm CAP sent another statenment asking the Governnment to al so
suspend all trade and other arrangenents with Singapore. In addition, CAP
said the Governnent should also recall its Hi gh Conmm ssioner to Singapore
to be briefed on these actions.

Deputy Entrepreneur Devel opnent Mnister Idris Jusoh said in Kual a
Lunpur even though Mal aysi ans are unhappy with such statenments, it is
i nportant for good rel ati ons between the two countries to continue, as
there has al ways been cl ose understandi ng between t hem

In Alor Star, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid said Lee was
actual ly jealous of Malaysia's remarkabl e success.

"Lee Kuan Yew i s envious of our success, he may have a probl em of
superiority complex and feel he is intelligent and nore qualified to rule
a country bigger than Singapore.”

Lee's statement reflected a person who is frustrated and he wanted to
show his superiority, he said.

The DAP, in a statenent, said it will nove a notion in Parlianment, which
sits begi nning March 24, to condemn Singapore if there were no public
apol ogy and w thdrawal of the statenent.

"DAP supports the strong action taken by the Governnment demandi ng t hat
bot h Si ngapore and Lee Kuan Yew apol ogi se for insulting and angering
Johoreans and Mal aysi ans," said party deputy secretary-general LimGuan
Eng.

At a press conference in Johor Baru, Tang Liang Hong, 61, the Singapore
politician who sparked a diplomatic tiff between Mal aysi a and Si ngapore,
deni ed he was t he cause.

Tang cl ai med that Singapore's Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew shoul d be
bl amed for his remarks that Johor is "notorious for shootings, nuggi ngs
and car-jackings" in his affidavit in connection with his defamation suit



agai nst Tang.

He said Lee should not nmake such a statenent knowing that it could
jeopardi se the rel ati ons between the two nei ghbouring countries.

"Lee should have known that his statement in the affidavit is a public
document,” he told a news conference attended by the najority of the
foreign press here.

Tang, a Singapore Wrkers Party candi date who lost in the recent
el ection has been sued by Lee, Prine Mnister Goh Chok Tong and six other
Peopl e's Action Party (PAP) candidates for calling themliars, anong ot her
t hi ngs.

Asked if Singapore is a safer place to live in, he said: "If you are
prepared with your head down ... maybe yes, to sone extent, it is a safer
pl ace but if you are with your head up and chest up ... speak up ... |

don't think it's safer place for anybody who wants to speak up."

Asked how | ong he intends to stay outside Singapore, Tang said it is
very difficult for himto deci de because his heart and mnd are still wth
Si ngapor e.

"I will conme back when the tinme is right and when | have finished al
the docunents relating to nmy case," he added.

( END)
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