02 SEP 1997
Sabbar uddi n- Umo
UWNO GENERAL ASSEMBLY -- CRUCI AL TASK FOR SABBARUDDI N

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 2 (Bernamm) -- Preparations for the Umo Genera
Assenbly nay be the sane every year but this year, it will be a crucial
task for Culture, Arts and Tourism Mnister Datuk Sabbaruddin Chik as this
is the first time he is handling the preparations since becom ng party
secret ary-general

" There is no problemin the preparations for the event,"” he told
reporters at his office on the 36th floor of the Putra Wrld Trade Centre
(PWIC), the venue of the annual party assenbly.

Medi a representatives were taken on a tour of the final preparations by
Putrade Property managenent Sdn Bhd, the conpany which manages PWC

Sabbaruddi n said security would be beefed up during the four-day
assenbly and only those with passes would be allowed to enter the
conference halls of the youth and wanita novenents as well as the Genera
Assenbly at Dewan Merdeka.

The youth and wanita novenent neetings will be held at the Tun Dr
Ismail and Tun Hussein Onn hall respectively on Thursday while the
three-day General Assenbly will start on Friday.

" The neeting procedures are the sanme and cannot be changed but
physi cal preparations in terns of facilities will be inproved," he said

The Umo secretariate, he said, had taken into account conplaints
received from del egates, nedia and observers |ast year.

"I assure you we will do our best to inprove and be accommpdative,” he
sai d.

He said tonorrow woul d be a busy day when del egates begin to arrive and
regi ster thenselves followed by a neeting with Umo president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad.

Meanwhi | e, tables for luncheon have been put-up, chairs for del egates
at various halls have been arranged, 10,000 gl asses, cups and saucers and
sets of cutlery have been cleaned and ready to be set.

Putrade Property Management Senior Manager for PR and Communi cati ons
Sopi ah Suid said 345 hel pers have been hired to help out during the
assenbl y.

She said 10,000 dishes will be on standby to feed sonme 1,905 del egates
and nore than 1,000 wal k-ins.

Executive Chef Low Keng Meng had ordered 4, 000kg of chicken, 5,000
eggs, 3,500kg rice, 2,000kg chilled beef, 1,500kg squid fresh, tenggiri
fish (1,200 kg), prawns (1,000kg), red snapper fish (900kg), mustard plant
(550g), potatoes (500kg), carrots, round cabbages, cauli flower and
t omat oes 200kg respectively, onions (160kg), |ong beans (90kg) and fresh
coconut mlk (50kg).

Sopi ah said the nmorning and afternoon coffee breaks will be set up at
the Tun Razak 1V hall while lunch would be served at Tun Razak | hall

The dinner to be hosted by Dr Mahathir for sone 7,000 people will be
held at an open space known as "pasar tani" next to the Tun Razak | hall on
Sat ur day.

Anwar wi Il host a l|uncheon for 2,000 people at the Tun Razak | hall on
Thur sday.

She said 20,170 stalks of 20 types of flowers and an additional 800
dozens woul d be used to decorate Dewan Merdeka, Tun Dr Ismail and Tun
Hussein Onn.

Sopi ah said sonme 800 |ocal and foreign journalists and photographers



fromthe print and electronic nedia will cover the assenbly.

She al so said sone 5,000 toilet paper roles will be provided during the
assenbly. -- BERNAMA
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