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Umo now stronger in Kelantan and is set to be dom nant force

Badr ul H sham Mahzan

UNLI KE previ ous party conventions, the two-day Kel antan Umo/ Bari san

Nasi onal convention held | ast week saw an unprecedented gat hering of past
and present Umo State | eaders.

Their presence at the convention | ed observers to conclude that the once
badl y- maul ed Kel antan Umo has rebounded and is ready to nake a serious
bid for power in the State.

The State Umo's strength was badly diluted in 1987 following a split in
the party after Tengku Razal ei gh Hanzah's unsuccessful bid for the Umo
pr esi dency.

When Tengku Razal ei gh becane the president of the opposition Parti
Mel ayu Semangat 46 the foll owi ng year, a significant nunber of Ummo
menbers in the State followed him |eaving the State Umo in disarray.

Al ready weakened by the defection of its menbers to S46, the State Umo
found itself facing the combined strength of S46 and Pas in the 1990
general election. The party fared mserably and lost all State and
Parliamentary seats in Kelantan that year.

The State Umo | eadership was then taken over by party president Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, who appoi nted Peringat Umo chi ef Datuk Annuar
Misa as his deputy.

Together, the two | eaders painstakingly restored the tattered i nage of
Kel antan Umo and their hardwork paid off when influential menbers of S46
led by its former youth chief Datuk IbrahimAli defected to Umo.

Critics of Kelantan Umo who predicted its denise followi ng the 1990
def eat were proven wong when the BN rmanaged to secure two parlianentary
and seven State seats in the 1995 general el ection

At the sane tine, relations between Pas and S46 deterioriated and | ater
led to a permanent split. Tengku Razal ei gh and his supporters dissol ved
S46 and joined Umo | ast year.

Wth the adm ssion of former S46 nenbers in Umo, the party regained its
fornmer strength and the nunber of seats in the State Assenbly swelled from
seven to 18 seats.

Kel antan Umo's first test (after the re-entry of ex-S46 menbers) was
the Pul ai Chondong by-election held early this year where BN | ost the seat
when its candi date Yusof Hanzah was defeated by Zulikfli Manat of Pas by a
slimmjority of 118 votes.

Though BN | ost, it gave Kel antan Umo a good indication of its strength.

To the party, the slimmajority obtained by Pas showed that the strength
of Kel antan Umo was al nbst restored and it would be only a matter of tine
before the party woul d once again becone the |l eading political force in
the State.

Anot her by-el ection was held on Aug 11 when Pas State Assenbl yman for
Sener ak Sul ai man Ahnad passed away on July 6.

The BN nomi nated Umo Pasir Puteh division chief Kamaruddi n Mohd Nor who
captured the seat when he defeated Wan Fauzi Husain of Pas by 778 votes,
hunbling Pas in its stronghold. The Senerak victory indicated that the
State Umo's strength has been fully restored.

But such strength alone is not enough to ensure Umo's ability to return
to power in Kelantan. Party | eaders knew that they had to cone up with a
concerted plan to win the hearts of the people.

It was at this convention where the | eaders forrmulated the plan to bring
about a change to the State.



The change is not just confined to giving a new facelift to the State
t hrough i npl enent ati on of devel opnent projects when it cones to power, but
t he change al so applies to Umo nenbers thensel ves.

Umo nenbers, including past and present |eaders, are now bound to
undertake a "political reformation" which could bring about a "positive
political culture"™ in the party.

It has been pointed out on numerous occasions that the State Umo's own
eneny is the internal bickering anong nmenbers.

Hence, the reformation which is vital for Umo's future success in
Kel ant an shoul d nake the nenbers nore har dwor ki ng, disciplined and ready
to serve the people regardless of the people's political affiliation.

In short, it calls on the menbers to be proactive, flexible and work as
a team

On the physical devel opnent side, the State Umo is hoping for the
i mpl ementation of quality infrastructure in the event it gains power in
Kel ant an.

The main projects are the construction of new hi ghways, upgradi ng of
roads and providing better electricity and water supply.

Plans are al so afoot to build a new airport or enlarge the present
airport and establish a dry port.

Anal ysts agree that all this developnent, if carried out, will place the
State at par with other States.

The question now is whether the people of Kelantan, |ike the voters in
Senerak, are ready for a change and to give the BN the chance.
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