05/ 03/ 1997

Umo records deep condol ence over Yahaya's tragic death

THE Umo Suprene Council has recorded its deepest condol ence over the
tragi ¢ and sudden death of DRB-H com chai rman and chi ef executive officer
Tan Sri Yahaya Ahmad.

The council also recorded its special appreciation to the | ate DRB-H com
chairman for his contributions to the party and the country.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad and Umo presi dent who
chaired the two-hour neeting in Kuala Lunpur |ast night told reporters
during a news conference

"The Suprene Council nmeeting would like to record its deepest condol ence

and appreciation to Tan Sri Yahaya for what he had done to the party
and country."

Earlier in the day, Deputy Prinme Mnister and Finance M ni ster Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahim who was one of the | ast persons to have seen Yahaya
al ive, described Yahaya's death as a personal |oss and a loss to the
nati on.

"He has been ny friend since school days and was a proni nent
entrepreneur whomwe are proud of," he said.

Anwar al so related the informal gathering of the Malay Coll ege A d Boys
Associ ation for their ex-teachers which he hosted. Yahaya was responsible
for contacting the ex-teachers.

"Yahaya did not | ook too cheerful |ast night (Mnday) and | thought the
reason was because his nmother was ill," he said, when asked if he had
noti ced anything different with Yahaya at the gatheri ng.

"He and his wife Rahana | eft at 10pmafter he informed ne that his

nmot her was very ill in Kuala Terengganu."
Anwar expressed his concern to Yahaya about their |eaving by helicopter
at night but Yahaya expl ained that his nother was very ill and he had to

| eave t hat night.

"At lam | was infornmed about the m ssing helicopter and | ater,
confirmation that it had crashed."”

Ener gy, Tel ecomuni cations and Posts M nister Datuk Leo Moggi e said he
was bot h shocked and sad to hear of Tan Sri Yahaya Ahmad's sudden and
tragi c death.

"I amvery sad. Yahaya was an action-oriented man and he has played a
very dynamic role in the nation's econonic and social activities," he
sai d.

Bernanma reports: Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Abdul Razak
said the | ate Yahaya was a businessman with extraordinary abilities and
was an i nternationally recogni sed corporate | eader

He had earned the confidence and trust of governnent |eaders who
entrusted himwith the responsibility of running the national car industry
and other major industries in the country, Najib said.

H's untinely death was a great and irreplaceable loss to the country and
t he Bumi putera community which was just stepping into the world of
business and it had | ooked up to himas a role nodel, he added.

Najib said the inportant thing nowis to continue his good work and
ensure that the industries and corporate organi sati ons which the late
Yahaya nanaged so well continue to function snmoothly and achi eve their
obj ecti ves.

"l knew Yahaya when | was Pahang Menteri Besar in 1984. He was al ways a
man of |low profile and established a good track record,"” he added.



"It's a national loss - he was hol ding key positions both nationally and
internationally and was in the forefront in global market penetration such
as when he spearheaded the teamin the takover of Lotus International."”

Heal th M ni ster Datuk Chua Jui Meng said Yahaya's tragi c death was a
great loss to Mal aysi a because he represented the cream of
entrepreneurship in the country, a corporate captain of high standard and
al so represented the hopes of Bum puteras in Ml aysi a.

Kual a Lunpur Ml ay Chamber of Conmerce President Datuk |zat Emir said
the [ ate Yahaya was a dynam c and futuristic | eader and his | eadership
qualities were very nuch evident when he | ed the Mal ay Chanber of Conmerce
of Mal aysi a.

Chamber menbers had | ooked up to himfor |eadership, he added.

Presi dent of the Ml aysi an Associ ated | ndi an Chanber of Commerce and
| ndustry Senator Datuk V.K K Teagarajan said the death of Yahaya was a
great |loss to the chanber

He nmade i nmense contributions to the country's business community and as
a busi nessnan, the | ate Yahaya had total conmitnent, Teagaraj an sai d.

Nati onal Landscape departnment director-general Isnmail Ngah sai d Yahaya
will be sorely mssed by environmentalists. Ismail said he was with Yahaya
on Monday when the Prinme Mnister |aunched the national tree planting
canpai gn i n Kual a Lunpur

He recalled the | ate Yahaya's words: "Everyone shoul d preserve trees and
the country's scenic beauty." Ismail expressed the hope that Ml aysians
woul d take note of that.

Penang Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon al so sent a condol ence
message to the famly of the | ate Yahaya. Dr Koh said he and his famly
wer e shocked and di snayed on hearing the news of the tragedy.

Johor Menteri Besar Datuk Abdul Chani Ot hman said Yahaya's death was a
big loss. The country very nuch needed his abilities and services to
spear head the devel opnent of the Buniputera corporate sector, he said.

Informati on M ni ster Datuk Mohaned Rahmat hopes Bumi putera entrepreneurs
will live up to the exanples set by the | ate Yahaya.

The | ate Yahaya's success in business locally and internationally should
serve as a nodel to Bunmi puteras, he said.

"The Governnent very much feels his passing particularly fromthe aspect
of creating a Bumi putera comrercial and industrial conmunity,” he said.

M C president and Wrks Mnister Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said Yahaya's
death was a great loss to all Ml aysians.

The success he achieved in the various sectors including the nationa
car industry was an exanple to the people, he said. H s death had robbed
the nation of his invaluable services, Sany Vel lu added.

I n Kuantan, Pahang Menteri Besar Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob expressed shock
and grief over the death of Yahaya. H s death was a great loss to the
aut onotive world, he said.
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