06/ 06/ 1997
Umo suspends Siti Zai nab, Habshah

Kamar ul Yunus

DEPUTY Primary Industries Mnister Siti Zainab Abu Bakar was sacked from
her post effective yesterday in connection with the mssing RML.8 million
fromthe Wanita Umo accounts.

The former Wanita Umo treasurer's nenbership in the party has al so been
suspended.

The Umo Suprene Council, which nmet for about three hours yesterday
aft ernoon, al so suspended fromthe party Senator Habsah OGsman, who is the
nmovenent's former secretary.

However, Siti Zainab will remain as Tebrau Menber of Parlianment and
Habsah as Senat or pending expiry of their respective terns.

Acting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid the decision was
taken after investigations into alleged m suse of funds, which was
hi ghlighted by the nmedia in April

Umo treasurer Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, who headed a special conmttee to
| ook into the case, had subnitted a report to Prine Mnister and Umo
president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad.

"After receiving the agreenent of the party president and the Suprene
Council, we decided to suspend Siti Zai nab and Habsah's nenbership
event hough a big portion of the noney has been returned," Anwar told
reporters after chairing his first Suprene Council neeting in Kual a
Lunpur.

Siti Zainab, 56, was Wanita Umo treasurer when the novenment was | ed by
Dat uk Seri Rafidah Aziz.

Anwar said the investigations, overseen by Daim found that Siti Zainab
and Habsah were responsible for closing the Wanita accounts and wongful |y
transferring RML.8 million without Rafidah' s know edge.

Asked whet her the case will be referred to the Anti-Corrupti on Agency
(ACA) or the police, Anwar said no other authorities will be involved as
it was a party matter.

"This is an internal affair of the party... it is our decision. It wll
serve as a lesson to | eaders of all levels."

The stern action, he said, is a remnder to the | eaders not to take
their responsibilities lightly or to ignore procedures. In a nove to
ensure that such a problemdoes not recur, the party's treasurer has been
asked to prepare specific guidelines and procedures to be observed by al
of fice bearers.

Asked whet her the two can appeal, Anwar said: "They were responsible and
admtted their responsibility."

On the duration of the suspension, Anwar said it is normally "quite
I ong". He added that Daimhad also told himthat Siti Zainab and Habsah
are in the process of returning the remaining portion of the mssing RVL.8
mllion that was transferred.

Anwar said the Suprene Council has al so suspended Durian Tunggal State
Assenbl yman and forner Mal acca State Executive Councillor Datuk Sahar
Arpan from hol ding any positions in the party.

"He al so cannot involve hinself in any activities organi sed by the party
pendi ng the court's judgenent although he has al ready stepped down as
Mal acca Umo |iaison secretary," he added.

Sahar, who was arrested by the ACA on May 31, was charged at the Mal acca
H gh Court on June 2 on three counts of corruption relating to
applications for two plots of Iand he all egedly approved between 1994 and



1995.
Al so suspended are Enci k Muhayat Mohd Yusof and Enci k Hanezah Jalis -

menbers fromthe party's Kual a Sel angor division - for supporting
opposition candidates in the Kual a Sel angor parlianentary and Permat ang
state assenbly by-el ections, respectively.

The suspension of the five nenbers cane al nost two nonths after the
resignation of forner Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan Sri Mihammad Muhamrad
Taib on April 12.

Muhammad, the State Assenbl yman for Batang Kali, faces charges filed at
the Bri sbane Magi strate Court for allegedly failing to declare the
equi valent of RM.4 mllion while |eaving Australia on Decenber 22 and for
maki ng a fal se decl aration

( END)



	Umno suspends Siti Zainab, Habshah (NST 06/06/1997)

