15/ 12/ 1997

Umo to discuss Ghapur's quitting

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Umo | eaders will discuss the resignation of Datuk
Abdul Ghapur Salleh fromthe Sabah Cabinet and froma key State Umo post
before deci ding on any course of action.

Deputy Prinme Mnister and Umo deputy president Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim
sai d today any decision such as appointing a replacenent woul d be nmade
after discussions with party |eaders, including Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad.

"Abdul Ghapur has cited personal reasons for resigning. W'll have to
di scuss the actual situation with the party |leaders first, including the
Prime M nister, before nmaking any decision," Anwar said after opening the
first "Sports For All" Carnival (Kesuma) at Dataran Merdeka.

Abdul Ghapur announced his resignation in Tawau yesterday fromthe posts
of Deputy Chief Mnister, State Finance Mnister - both effective Thursday
- and Sabah Umo deputy liaison chairman with i mredi ate effect.

He will, however, remain as Tawau Umo divi sional chief until the next
di vi sional election, schedul ed for next year.

Abdul Ghapur was appointed to the Sabah Cabinet after the Barisan
Nasi onal took over the State Government in March 1994.

I n Kota Kinabal u, Abdul Ghapur reiterated that his decision to resign as
Sabah Deputy Chief Mnister and Fi nance M nister was final and that
not hi ng coul d change hi s stand.

Abdul Ghapur, net at his house in Likas here, said it was a matter of
principle that he resign as he considered hinself as having failed to
carry out duties entrusted to him

"My principle is if |I think I have failed in my duties, | quit, and | am
sticking to ny decision so that soneone who is nore qualified can be
appointed to take over ny place,” he said.

He declined to el aborate what he meant when he said he had failed in his
duties, saying that it was sonething personal which he could not divul ge

Abdul Ghapur said he would wite to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad t hanking himfor the confidence in himto hold the
government and party posts.

On his future plans, Abdul Ghapur said he would be venturing into
busi ness.

Meanwhi | e, Sabah Ummo |i ai son chi ef Datuk Gsu Sukam net Abdul Ghapur
this nmorning to discuss his decision.

In the nmeeting at Abdul CGhapur's house which | asted about half an hour,
Osu sai d Abdul Ghapur explained to himhis reasons for quitting.

"I will convey to the Prime Mnister Chapur's explanation for his
decision to quit," he said.

He also said that it was up to the Prine Mnister to decide on Abdu
Ghapur's replacenent in the State Cabi net and as Sabah Umo deputy chi ef.

In Tai pi ng, Umo Youth | eader Datuk Ahmad Zahi d Ham di said he respected
Abdul Ghapur's deci si on.

However, he hoped Abdul Ghapur woul d reconsider. He was speaking after a
di al ogue session with the Tai ping Umo Youth division today.

( END)
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