19 MAY 1997
Anwar - Umo
UWMNO TO EXPAND TO SARAWAK ONLY | F PARTY AND STATE LAEDERS AGREE

KUCHI NG May 19 (Bernana) -- Unmo's entry into Sarawak nust be agreed
to by the leaders of the party and legitinmate Bumiputera leaders in the
state, said Acting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

He said Umo as a Malay party adopted an open attitude on the question
of spreading its w ngs to Sarawak

"Umo al so has | eaders who understand the national and state politics
by taking actions based on policies, the constitution and experience," he
said in a speech at an all community dinner held here tonight in
conjunction with his visit to the state.

Also present were his wife Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan Isnail and
Chief Mnister Tan Sri Abdul Taib Mahnud and wife Puan Sri Hajah Laila
Tai b.

Anwar, who is the acting Umo president, said the question of Sarawak
being marginalised if Umo did not expand to the state did not arise
because that was a matter to be deci ded upon by |eaders of Umo and the
state

He said he viewed runmpurs of Umo's presence in Sarawak as nerely a
political excitenent in the state.

"So if you ask why | took so long to explain this issue, it's because |
wi sh to accommpdate this political excitenment," he added

Anwar said the rumpurs were akin to that which inplied there was a rift
between him and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad

Someti mes they people concerned preferred to remain silent and "watch
the drama" created by the runmoburs and only react if the situation
warrant ed, he said.

Anwar, who arrived here this afternoon, will fly to Manila tonorrow to
attend the Pacific Basin econom c conference. -- BERNAVA
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