06 SEP 1997
Umo- Zahi d
UWMNO YOUTH CALLS FOR BAN ON HARAKAH

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 6 (Bernama) -- Umo Youth today urged the governnent
to ban the tabloid Harakah, the official organ of the opposition Pas, for
attenpting to create a rift between Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad and the nuftis and ul anas.

If possible, the ban should be nade tonorrow, its |eader, Datuk Ahnad
Zahid Ham di said when nmet by reporters at the Umo general assenbly, here.
He hoped that Dr Mahathir woul d announce the ban in his adjournnent

speech tonorrow.

"The time has cone to take action...there is no need to wait a week or
two. W want the Prime Mnister to announce it in his adjournment speech
tonorrow, " he said.

Several del egates had also nade similar call during the debate on the
noti on of thanks to Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, for his
openi ng address at the 51st general assembly which entered its second day
t oday.

"Umo Youth is serious in the matter and we urge the governnent to stop
the distribution of Harakah which has never been granted pernmit by the Hone
Mnistry," he said.

When told that Umo nenbers were also reading the Harakah, Zahid said,
"When it is in circulation, people buy because they want to know what Pas
is saying."

He said the novenent was not concerned so nuch about Umo nenbers but
the fence-sitters who mght accept what was witten by Pas as the truth.

"If Pas still insists on naking it available to the public, then they
should do it legally by applying for permt. It is up to the Hone Mnistry
whet her to approve their application or not," he said.

But Sel angor assenblyman for U u Kl ang Datuk Fuad Hassan did not agree
with the idea of banni ng Harakah.

He said this was to avoid the governnment fromfalling into the trap set
by Pas.

"Pas is looking forward to such opportunity so that it can tell the
wor | d how undenocractic Malaysia is,” he said.

"We in Umo should not be afraid with the way Pas is using Harakah to
bad- mouth Umo and Umo | eaders. We have many ul amas who can answer charges
made by Pas," he said when debating the notion on religion at the general
assenbly. --BERNAMA
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