25 COCT 1997
Zahi d-Price
UWNO YOUTH MONI TORI NG PRI CE | NCREASE OF ESSENTIAIL | TEMS

KUALA LUMPUR, COct 25 (Bernama) -- |In efforts to prevent traders from
cashing in on the current currency crisis, the Umo Youth has taken step to
nonitor the price of controlled itens.

Its | eader, Datuk Ahnmad Zahid Hamidi said today the novenent would
distribute questionaires to all its menbers.

The questionaires would be distributed in three phases, the first one
for a period of two weeks woul d begin next week and involve 13 itens, he
told reporters after chairing the novenent's Executive Council neeting
here.

The itens will include diesel, gasoline, liquified petroleum gas,
aut ogas, cenent, condensed m |k and cooking oil.

He said the nmovenent woul d send the findings to the Donestic Trade and
Consuner Affairs Mnistry for further action

Meanwhil e, the novenent also plans to hold a special convention to find
the best solution to the currency crisis in the effected Asean countries.

Ahrmad Zahid said the novenent would be inviting the Malay, Chinese and
I ndi an Chanbers of Commerce, bank associations and al so those from the
ot her Asean countries.

"Several organisations including political bodies and non-governnent al
organi sations as well as proninent business personalities from Indonesia,
Si ngapore and Brunei have indicated to ne the inmportance of finding a
comon solution to the problem™ he said.

Prior to the conference, the Umo Youth's econom c bureau would hold a
round table conference for acadenicians, international corporate
personalities, bank associations and |ocal econom sts to analyse the
probl em he said.

Ahrmad Zahid said Umo youth also decided at its neeting to urge the
International Monetary Fund (I M) to take i medi date action to set up a
special body to supervise international foreign exchanges as suggested by
Mal aysi a.

"Al t hough many people tried to prevent Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad from highlighting the problem Hong Kong is also suffering
the sane fate as Ml aysia, Thailand, the Philippines and |Indonesia," he
sai d.

Ahmad Zahid said it was in the interest of all affected countries to
unite to resolve the problem --BERNAMVA
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