29/ 09/ 1997
Umo yet to decide on length of term

Azran Aziz
PEKAN, Sun. - Umo has yet to decide if the termof party office bearers
be extended fromthree to four or five years.

Its vice-president Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak said pendi ng the decision,
di vi sional election schedul ed for next year would go on as pl anned.

"If there is a need to anend the constitution, Umo has to convene a
speci al assenmbly first to get a consensus from nmenbers."

He said this after opening a briefing session on the party's managenent
and administration for | eaders of 106 branches in the Pekan Parlimantary
constituency.

Al so present were Kual a Pahang State Assenbl yman Dat uk Abdul | ah Der us,
Bebar State Assenbl ynan | shak Muhamrad and Chini State Assenbl ynan Dat uk
WAn Razali Wan Mahusi n.

Naji b, who is Pekan Umo chief and Pekan MP, said the party's
constitution committee, chaired by party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad, would |l ook into all proposals subnmtted to the Umo headquarters
bef ore maki ng a deci si on.

On the proposed Umo training centre, Najib said the Pahang Gover nnent
had in principle approved a site in Janda Bai k.

"The training centre comrittee will be visiting the site soon to
determine its suitability," he said, adding that the comittee had al so
nmet several tinmes to discuss the curricul um

Najib first announced the project during the Umo general assenbly early
t hi s nont h.

It will train future party |l eaders and offer refresher courses to
exi sting ones.

Courses to be offered include comruni cation skills, managenent,
| eadership skills and other subjects covering spirituality and universa
val ues.

Naji b al so said Umo nmenbers should refrain fromnmaking their own
interpretations on the party's constitution as this was detrinental to the
party.

"Sonme deliberately do so for their own gain,"” he said.

He said the briefing sessions were ainmed to give grassroot |eaders a
cl ear understandi ng on the dos and don'ts.
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