15/ 06/ 1997
Umo Youth chief cl oses book on strained rel ations

Chong Chee Seong

MUAR, Sat. - Umo Youth has decided to "close the book" on the issue of
Mal aysi a- Si ngapore rel ati ons and work towards normalising ties between
both countri es.

Yout h | eader Datuk Ahmad Zahid Hami di said the novenent's stand was in
line with the call by the Prine Mnister and Deputy Prinme Mnister to bury
the hatchet and renew bilateral ties.

"Umo Youth now treats the issue as closed and will nove along with our
national |eaders to help normalise relations between our two countries.

"Qur stand is sinple ... to respect each other as cl ose nei ghbours, we
shoul d avoid quarrels and instead strive to maintain good relations," he
sai d.

He was speaking to reporters after opening the Ledang Umo Youth
di vi sion del egates' conference at Tangkak here today.

Ahmad Zahi d stressed that Umo Youth had decided to begin a new era of
co-operation, understandi ng and goodwi | | between both countries.

He said: "As cl ose neighbours, we need to weigh any problemrationally.
We cannot act irrationally as this mght hurt the feelings of people in
both countri es.

"There will always be hiccups in relations but we nust exercise
restraint so as not to destroy the trust and confidence whi ch had been
built up over the years between the Governnents and peopl es of both
countries," he said.

Ahmad Zahid said to accelerate the normalisation of relations, it was
i nperative that all concerned refrain frommaking any "irresponsible
statenments” which could harmfriendly ties between both countries.

Asked if this was an about-turn in Umo Youth's stand towards Singapore,
he said the question did not arise because the Youth novenent woul d never
conmproni se with anyone with ulterior notives and out to insult the
feelings of fellow Ml aysi ans.

He al so denied a Singapore Straits Tinmes report on Friday, which quoted
hi mas saying that he had offered to apol ogi se personally to Singapore's
Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew, for the harsh remarks he had nmade about him
at the height of the row between the two countri es.

The Si ngapore nedia, he clainmed, had "distorted his words" with the
i ntent of enbarrassing himand creating confusion.

He clarified that he had net his Singapore counterpart, Young PAP
chai rman Brigadi er General CGeorge Yeo on Thursday, while attendi ng Bank
Si npanan Nasional 's annual sports neet with the POSB Bank in the republic.

Ahmad Zahid, who is al so BSN chairman, said he was given the bl essing of
the Umo Youth executive council to neet the Singapore |eader.

"We had cordial tal ks which centred nostly on the Ml aysi a- Si ngapore
i ssue. Yeo brought up the matter of the Umo Youth protest in Johor Baru
recently."

(On March 13, about 300 Ummo Youth nmenbers greeted Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad (who was in Johor on a visit) at the Senai
Airport, with placards protesting agai nst Lee's remarks.

(Sonme of the protesters had carried placards hurling abuses at Lee, with
terns such as "anak harant (bastard), for the disparaging remarks Lee had
made about Johor in a court docunent).

"Yeo told nme Young PAP | eaders were unhappy about the harsh words used
in the protest banners. | expressed ny di sagreenent with the actions of



some of the protestors, and offered ny apol ogi es for the m stake.

"But | made it clear that the denbnstrati on was a genui ne expression of
unhappi ness by Umo Youth nmenbers over Lee's uncouth remarks about Johor, ™"
he sai d.

Ahrmad Zahi d said the Singapore media, however, had taken his apol ogy out
of context and had m squoted himas saying that he was tendering his
personal apology to Lee Kuan Yew and the peopl e of Singapore.

"The Si ngapore nedi a had mi sunderstood and misinterpreted nmy statenent,"”
he said, adding that "perhaps my English is poor and the reporters could
not understand me fully."

"I hope my clarification here will help clear the air,"” he said.
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