10/ 02/ 1997

Umo Youth has a plan to conbat social ills

THE UWNO Yout h nmovenent has a plan to combat social ills, its deputy
chi ef, Datuk H shanuddi n Hussei n sai d yesterday.

However, Hi shanuddi n declined to say what the plans were and wanted to
| eave the announcenent to his chief Datuk Ahmad Zahid Ham di.

Speaking to reporters after calling on Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad at the latter's open house cel ebrations in Kuala Lunpur
yest erday, Hi shanmuddin said that since nostly youths were involved in
social ills, the novenment is greatly concerned about sol ving the probl em

"We have to think of sonething that will inspire the young people. In
the past, the political approach has al ways been used, but maybe we have
to look at other ways to attract their interest.

"For exanple, we could use not only politicians as role nodels but
artists as well. | amhoping that artists can becone role nodels to conbat
this probl em

"I have spoken to sone of the artists in Johor and they are very
supportive and willing to work with Penuda Unmo.

"Sonetinmes we have to be realistic and have an approach that will be
able to attract their interest and attention," H shanmuddin said addi ng
that steps taken by the authorities were wel coned by the peopl e.

"The Prinme M nister has brought the matter up a long tinme ago and his
advi ce has been taken. Nowadays, we have no choice but think of a much
nmor e focused approach.

"Sol ving the probleminvolves a lot of factors and everybody has to play
arole. You can't leave it on the shoul ders of the Governnent and the
| eader shi p al one.

"The people who are closest to the youth are the parents. So parents are
crucial to the nolding of youth and eradicating this problens,” he said.

The Prime M nister on Saturday called on Ml aysi ans to be consci ous of
the ills affecting society and seek ways to overcone them hoping that
this could lead to everyone hel ping to conbat the noral decline.
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