16/ 12/ 1997
UN hopes to maintain strong rapport with KL

Kamar ul Yunus

UNI TED Nations (UN) secretary-general Kofi Annan, affirm ng Malaysia's
inmportant role in the world organi sation, hopes to maintain strong rapport
between it and Mal aysia as well as with other nenbers of the Association
of Sout h- East Asian Nations (Asean).

"Mal aysia is a strong supporter of the UN. Thus, it is useful for ne to
stay in touch with menber states which play an inportant role in the UN "
he told reporters after attending a | unch hosted by the UN Ml aysi a
Associ ation (Unme) in Kuala Lunmpur yesterday.

Annan, who arrived in Kuala Lunpur on Sunday, said his four-day visit to
Mal aysia is primarily ained at forging a strong rel ati onshi p and
cooperation between the UN and Mal aysia and ot her Asean countri es.

Asked about specific subjects for discussion with Asean | eaders, Annan
sai d he hopes to di scuss econom c problens faced by countries in the
region, and try to forge closer relations and cooperation.

He al so said he is happy and encouraged by his neeting with Unna
menbers, and added that the association plays a very inportant role.

"These associations are very inportant to the organi sation. They are
hel d at the grassroots |evel and understand what we (the UN) are doing as

wel |l as mmintain our support at that |evel," he said.
Meanwhi |l e, as the UN reform package is nearing approval, the discussions
for the reformof the Security Council is not progressing well.

Annan told Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad that countries
participating in the discussions for the reformof the Security Counci
have strong national positions and as such, it is difficult for a forward
nmovenent in the process.

Foreign M nister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi sai d Annan had bri ef ed
Dr Mahathir on the UN reform package and those relating to the Security
Counci | .

Annan also invited Dr Mahathir to the UN millennium assenbly and the
speci al neeting on the human rights in conjunction with the 50th
anni versary of the Human Ri ghts Conventi on.

Abdul | ah, when asked if Annan had rai sed Malaysia's call for a review of
the Human Rights Charter, said Annan told Dr Mahathir that it would be
difficult to do so

"If the human rights charter is reviewed, there will be many probl ens.
The maj or probl emwoul d be the inplenmentati on process,"” he said.

Abdul I ah said Mal aysia will not back out fromwhat it wants to achieve
even if countries are not for the review of the charter.

Bernama reports: Miltinedia Devel opmrent Corporation (MDC) raised with
the secretary-general of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, several cross-
border issues pertaining to the devel opnment of a gl obal information
i nfrastructure.

MDC hopes that sonme kind of global effort will be taken to address the
i ssues whi ch needed i nmedi ate i nternational attention in view of the fact
that the world is noving fast towards the information age and el ectronic
trade.
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