10/ 06/ 1997
UN pl edges RWA2.5m t owar ds wetl ands proj ect

El i zabet h John

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Support and recognition are pouring in for the
Wet | ands Sanctuary Project in Kuala Langat with the United Nations
pl edging RMA2.5 million (US$17 million) for the project.

Chi ef Secretary to the Governnent and Mal aysi an Wetl ands Foundati on
chairman Tan Sri Abdul HalimAli said today the UN funding will be through
the GEF - an interimfundi ng mechani smunder the Convention on Biol ogi ca
Di versity which provides grants and funding to neet the costs of projects
beneficial to the environment.

He added that the foundation, which was responsible for undertaking and
managi ng the project, also received pledges worth RM3.5 nmillion fromthree
| ocal compani es - Bank Bumiputra (RM2 nillion), Renong Group (RML million)
and Hong Kong Bank ( RVb0O, 000).

Hal i mwas speaking to reporters after launching the Internationa
Wor kshop to begin the design phase for the Mal aysi an Wet| ands Sanct uary
Proj ect .

The project, covering a 5, 000ha site in Kuala Langat, will enconpass a
myri ad of ecosystens, nanely degraded tin mine | and, | ogged peat swanp
forests, large open | akes and the Kual a Langat Permanent Peat Swanp
Forest.

The desi gn phase will |ast nine weeks and plans will be drawn up for the
devel opnent of the site into a sanctuary.

Conpl et ed plans are expected to be presented to Prine M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanad, who is al so the foundation's patron, by nid-
August while parts of the sanctuary will be opened to the public by
Sept enber 1998.

Hal i msaid a great deal of funding would be needed for the project but
the foundati on was confident of getting it, considering the initial
response fromthe UN and the Mal aysi an private sector.

Foundati on chi ef executive officer Miral ee Menon said sone of the
facilities to be built on the site were visitors' centres, children's
centres, chalets, bird hides, canopy wal kways and a fl oating restaurant.

He, however, added that these would forma small part of the entire
proj ect, which woul d be dedicated nmainly to conservation and research
activities.

Menon said the first and nost inportant task of the foundation was to
begi n docunentation for the | SO 14000 environnental standards
accreditation for the project.

He sai d the foundation, through the nine-week workshop, was getting
advice fromnore than 52 experts fromaround the world, and any
devel oprment in the area would be carried out with utnost care.

On sandm ning activities which reportedly caused serious damage to the
area, Halimsaid the Sel angor State CGovernnent had pl edged to stop these
wor ks as soon as possi bl e.

"W are hopeful that all these activities will stop but of course, now
it is a question of enforcenent.

"W will work closely with the State Governnent to ensure that although
the |icences have expired, there are no illegal activities taking place.

"I have been told that the Iicences of such conpanies will expire soon
or have already expired," Halimsaid.
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