17/ 12/ 1997
UN wants closer ties with Asean

Marina Tan

KUALA LUMPUR, Tues. - The United Nations needs to devel op nore strategic
alliances with regional organi sations such as Asean, UN Secretary-Genera
Kofi Annan sai d tonight.

Annan said the UN could only provide its nmuch-needed services including
peacekeeping, conflict resolution and devel opment, with help from
regional, national and | ocal bodies.

"Al ong wi th non-governnental organisations, the private sector, academc
institutions and other civil society groups, regional groups are
increasingly influential and effective.

"The international community, inits pursuit of the combn good, nust
harness the nyriad contributions that they are uniquely placed to nake,"
he said at a dinner talk on the UN s role in global and regional natters,
organi sed by the Institute for Diplomacy and Forei gn Rel ations.

Earlier, Annan called on Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar | brahim
at Carcosa Seri Negara, where they held a discussion on UN reforns.

Anwar played host at a lunch for Annan and his wi fe Nane, as well as
ot her menbers of the UN del egati on.

Al so present were Anwar's wife Datin Seri Dr VWan Azi zah Wan | smmi |
Deputy Foreign Mnister Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad, Deputy Education
M ni ster Datuk Dr Fong Chan Onn, Deputy Mnister in the Prime Mnister's
Department Datuk Nazri Aziz and Ml aysi a's head of delegation to the UN
Conmi ssi on on Human Rights, Tan Sri Miusa Hitam

In his dinner talk, Annan said the "prosper thy nei ghbour"” policy, often
espoused by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad, |lay at the
heart of the foundi ng phil osophy of inter-governnmental organi sations such
as the UN and Asean.

He said Mal aysia, as one of the devel oping world' s npst advanced
econom es, had the remarkabl e voi ce of an outward-1ooking country with a
mul tiracial society, a voice of the South as well as being "a voice of the
future for all nations".

He added the questions facing Asean, including that of economc
devel oprent, the environnment, individual rights, regional tensions and the
devel opnent of a civil society, were also on the agenda of other regions
as well as of the UNitself.

Thus, he said, the argument for gl obal and regional policies which
consi dered the needs and vul nerabilities of devel opi ng nati ons was not a
mere slogan. Instead, it was a practical approach as nore and nore aspects
of contemporary |ife transcended borders.

“In a world of global threats and gl obal opportunities, all countries
stand to benefit frominternational co-operation. And no country i s exenpt
fromthe risks of doing without it," he said.

Asean's bi ggest success lay in the progress of its econom ¢ and soci al
devel opnent, Annan sai d.

He added that devel opi ng countries were becom ng the gl obal econony's
new frontier for expanding trade, investnment, production and finance.

"While world trade has been growing at a rate of 7.4 per cent per year,
trade wi thin Asean and between Asean and ot her devel opi ng countries has
been growi ng at roughly 19 per cent annually.

"Intra-Asean trade, valued at US$3.7 billion (RML4 billion) when trade
preferences were put in place in 1976, reached US$53 billion (RVM201
billion) in 1994 - nore than one-fifth of the region's total trade," he



sai d.

Acknowl edgi ng the concern of Southeast Asians about econom ¢ and
regional security, Annan said nost observers expected the region to
overcone its imediate difficulties and return to its path of vigorous
growt h

Sout h- Sout h co-operation and private sector contribution would also go a
| ong way towards sustaining econom c gains, he said, acknow edgi ng Asean's
contribution to South-South di al ogue.

Annan said recent years had put to rest fears that regi onal groups such
as Asean woul d be i nward-| ooking or protectioni smoriented.

"To sone, multilateralismis an encroachnment on national sovereignty.
say without reservation that it is an asset,"” he said, adding that it
enabl ed the sharing of political or financial burdens and experience, as
wel | as expressing of shared val ues.

Thus, he said, it was regretful that peace and denobcracy "have proven so
fragile" in Canbodia, and that those devel opnents had led to the
post ponenent of Canbodia's entry into Asean.

"I't is ny hope that our ongoing efforts will help inprove the current
situation, for the sake of all Canbodians so that the country can be
adm tted in due course," he said.

Al so present were Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi and
his wife, Datin Seri Endon Mahnood.
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